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: At THE SCIENCE FICTION
L ; : YEARBOOK

Volume Two
1968

EDITORIAL

oS\ NCE AGAIN we present to you the sciaence-fiction
(/ yearbook. a history o f what “has happened the
j year before, This year we look back at 1957 and
see what happened in -the science~fiction field

~of magazines, books. movies, and fandon,

You can corHar: this with the year 1956 that
we published las®t jear and see for yourself yhether
our field has improved or not, Ferhaps in this re~
cap you can see the signs of why it improved or why
it didn®t, Perhaps like us you really can't, Per—
haps the eternal signs are jus% that there are just
so many reacders who will buy & science-fiction item,
Just so many readers and no more; S o =~-=- when the
field oversteps itself something has to give -- and
usually it's t h e pro mags, or saxe of them. One
thing that makes this rule -- if it is a rule -- hard
to take, is that sometimes it isn't the bad mags, or
books, that give way, but some of the better ones,

We can't see where the future of this field
-- that since 1939 has expanded to numerous magazines
and books -~ will ever be different., As soon as some
of the mags or books start making money because the
field is down to about the right number of mags etc.,
along come some boys-and put out new mags. Then the
field once more becomes overcrowded and with a some-
what fixed readership we're back to lower and lower
circulation for all the mags and books, Hence mags
and books will fold, Around a n d around goes the
circle, When will it stop? .

Naturally the poor quality of fiction and
unimagihative editors a n d poor artwork we've been
getting lately hasn't helped things any. :

’ Amyway here is the year 1957, enjoy your-

selvesl :

~The Editors
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by JAMES V. TAURASI, SR.

L+ ents, Writirg a
use t he facvs ¢m
later, perspective
the significance of
foolish.
FICTION TIMES,

living didn!t interfere

T T IS MOST INTERESTING +t o look back .after a
year and re-read what you wrote about s-f ev=-
news--i*~m as it happens, you
Labls al tle
a nd furthar events can twist
that same “tem around to such
a degreé that your original

Wetve had that happen zzny times in SCIENCE-
Very likely, if s~f news reporting
were a full-time occupation for u 35,°
s o heavily,

time --= months-

roport sounds pretty

and making a
we'ld be- able

todiga 1 ot deeper into a particular item, and
the passage o f time wouldnl!t do such dlsturb:_ng
things to our best work,

But things being a s they are, we're very
grateful f o r this yearly opportunity to second-
guess ourselves on the year's s-f activity, Let!s
drag out the hot typewriter, lock over 1957 as re-
ported in S-FT, check the notes in our little black
book, and draw as accurate a picture as possible

| of 1957 in science-fiction.

1956, it was shown that the second

postwar boom h a d gathered great
momentum, More and more s-f magazines
came out, and none, not ong, folded.

A foundation for this state of af-
fairs was hard t o find, The mags al-
ready on the stands were just about get-
ting by, Things had "started to look a
little better for them, but there had
been no significant rise in circulation,
certainly nothing that would serve as a

I N OUR LAST ACCOUNT, the history of

beckoning finger for publishers eut te
make an easy buck or two,

The secord postwar boom in s-f was
a phony boom, a n d 1957 saw it crack,
the influx of additional mags will, we
believe, cause serious trouble not only
for the poorer mags, but for Some of the
older and better ones as well,

The fact that American News Company
ceased distributing accounts for a great
deal of the difficulty, but not all of

it, and perhaps not even the major part

—2-



1957

and RAY VAN HOUTEN

of it.

The First January issue of FANTASY-
TIMES carried t h e first signe -t ktha
downward trend -—- "DRELM WCORID @ Li’\ "7
FOR ONE MONTH", Paul Fairmsn, -hc
or of that ill-fated publicallon, cald
tnat getting material in the "'"new field"
was hard, hence the cut-back,

J. Harry Vincent reported that Fan-

]

tasy Press had cut their book prices to
$2.50 per volume, another straw in the
wind,

Another Vincent, report stated that
a certain s-f bock publisher w a s not
paying authors ‘o f the books they pub-
lished, and was; further, withholding
money collected o n subsidiary rights,
Our little black boock records the iden-
tity of this '"big fish in a little pong"
robber-baron, b ut our legal advisor
would have sevwral litters of kittens in
rapid successicn if we were to publish
it, Too bad, as the nefarious activit-
ies of schnooks like this should be pub-
licized, we think, in order to protect
not only authors who might b e further
victimized, but the field's more ethical
competitors as well,

A sidelight --- this guy was at the
equally lousy 1956 NYCON, and one very
famous author was so mad that we almost
had to restrain him from taking the law
into his own hands, "That  blankety-
blank so-and-so 1s walking around herée
spending my money," he angrily stated.
And that wasnit t h e only author who
spoke (or shoutedl) thusly., Some went

even further, such as to sue,

The Szcond January Issue was a sad
one: 1% reported the deaths of F, Orlin
Tremaine and Ray Cummings,

hAztually M r, Tremaine had passed

avzyr o i 22 Octooér 1956, but the news
hac¢ j»s'. reached vs, We had been writ-
ing 5 =im cnce or twice a year, as he

was & very sick man and we didn't want
to bother him,  Our last letter arrived
tsce Lets ~=- it was answered by his sis-
ta:-inlaw, Mrs. DeWitt Tremaine, who
gave us the sad news.

£s scon a s this delayed news was
publizhad in FANTASY-TIMES, however, ev=
ev;body hastened to get it into print,
and as usual most of the reports never
bothered to credit their source, A news-
man'ts lot is not a happy one,

‘Bay Cummings died o n 23 January
1957, and though he had been in the s-f
field before there were s-f magazines,
he was only 69 when he died,

He was a very prolific author in
s-f's earlier days, and was responsible
for many ideas and situations which have
come to be the literature'!s cliches,

"Willy Ley Slated For $64,000 Ques-
tion" stated another headline in the 2nd
January Issue, But time was to tell us
that he would never appear, S-F!'s own
expert on just about everything was kept
waiting week after week, t 6 a point
where he could wait no longer. He had,
like all of us, work to do, and it did=-
n't always keep him in New York.

The First February issue's head-
lines made .1 t seem that the boom was
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still going strong "OTHER WORIDS
Changes Title And Goes Monthly'; "S-F
ADVENTURES And INFINITY Go Six-leekly';
"WONDER STORIES Back As An Anthology".

But a closer look, and subsequent
events, proves otherwise.

They say that every deck has a jok-
er, and s-f is no exception., Wise old
Ray Palmer had pulled another slick one.

OTHER WORIDS became TWO mags,  one
of them NOT =&-f, There was a werld of
difference (in theory, at least) between
Flying Saucers From OTHER WORLDS and
FLYING SAUCERS From Other Worlds.

Palmerts plan was bo alternate the
two types under the "came" title (which
still required only one 2nd class entry
at the Post Office), t hus killing a
whole flock of birds with one master
stroke,

Thus he catered to two markets and
whichever proved the best he coull ~tivlk
with, He was also free of the cha: of
using a s=f mag ts furtker a crass-oom
cult -= he had learned WHAY lewson well-
anyway, And he left tne back *ro. v G
opsn to get out o f science-fiction if
the going got rough.

Which it did, and h e did ---- the
OTHER WORIDS accent was dropved shorlly
thereafter and the SAUCERS continuel to
fly unobstructed,

INFINITY and S--F ADVENTURES wore a
different proposition entirely, These
were both very good s-f mags.,  INFINITY

had been the maz that started the whole
upward trend in 1956, hac enjoyed good
sales for a time, and had won critical
acclaim from many sources, All this, we
suspect, led to the jump to six-weekly
schedule, with t h e announcement that
monthly publication would come soon af-
ter,

But that monthly Jjump proved to be
a tough hurdle, It never did occur in
1957, and we'!re inclined to believe that
Shaw amd his publishers regretted the
shz-weekly deal before the year was out.

Ned Pines, once t h e leading s-f
publisher, with the most titled in the
field, had been forced to drop them all.

In fact, of the dozens of pulps in all
fields that h e once owned, only a few
remained, Other types of mags made more

money, and that was that,

But the s-f boom was on, wasn't 1t,
and mayhe there'!s a buck to be made in
the field again,

SCTENCE. EIGTION. B4R 3K

He tried an anthology, reprinting
from his former s-f mags. [Editing was
good, interiors likewise, but they pick-
ed Powers for the cover artist, and his
work just didn't carry out the gemeral
atmospnere of the magazine,

It came out as WONDER STORIES but
carried on the wolume nunbering of THRI=
LING WONDER STORIES. Use of the origin-
al title was partly due to the urging of
the editors of SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES,

The issue was good --—- the reprints
from years ago were at least as readable
as the majority of new material that was
on the stands at the same time; the il-
lustrations were tops, and most of them
were also reprints, The cover struck a
sour note,

Tnis magazine was one of the last
distribated b y American News Company,
Orwe AHC had made up its mind to quit

the £feld, it aidn't make the usual ef-
ittt 0 "keep up its normal service to
rehlishers,

i "estimated returns" on the-sale

off WIODIR STORIES was made to Pines, who

taie 1 a4 no Rdeis for making quture
plore o Lthe mag. As things stand now,
toriner  Jssues are planned when condit-
ioms bacoe mere "mormal", Vhen that
will oo ds Lnrhoqy's guess,

1a the zame issue we announced that
th=s stery o n Lowndes' SCIENCE FICTION

STORITS going monthly had been premat-

urs. The new target for monthly publi-
catior. was given a s Fall, 1957, This
also was to turn out wrong.

nZiff-Pavis Moves Editorial Office"
was a headline i n the Second February
Issuea This was to give Paul Faiman a
dizzy feeling, for n o sooner had they
moved into their new quarters, than they
moved back again to the old address$

Seems that t h e new offices at 1
Park Avenue, New York, were n ot yet
ready for the entire staff, so Paul was
shuttled back, At year!s e n d he was
still there, ;

In "The Time Stream", J. Harry Vin-
cent reported that a new fan mag colummn
was slated for OTHER WORLDS, This never
had a chance, Later information reveal--
ed that the first one arrived too late -
and t h e mag was discontinued by then
anyway,

Our little black book has a nota-
tion .on this subject Paul Fairpan
had informed us early in 1957 that AMAZ-
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ING's fan msg column was slowly being
pushed cut of the magazine, He told us
that he h a d to think of his regular
readers, and not just of "a few fans",
This statement was given o us "off the
record”" and ncver appeared in SFT., How-
ever, Paul (or his publishers) must have
faith iz a few nuts 1nsteaa, for nie de-
voted a full issue later in the year to
the flying sauzer cult,

The boom still continued, or so
many thought at the time, when Ziff-Dav-
is announced a new s-f mag, AMAZING S~F
HOVELS, It came out as  AMAZING STORYES
S-F NOVELS, Gcod format, excellent cov—
er, fair interiors, poor story, good id-

ea, 1t lasted one issue.
"No More Serizis F o r AMAZING Or
FANTASTIC" was another headline in the

seme isste. H i s ‘readers didn't want
them, stated Fairman,

In direct contrast wo the Lamrez-
sion of ‘'boom" conditiong given . v Lne
energense of Z-Dfs neow NIVRLS, Lhs =ome
issue ©told that #3 DEIAM “OIOIU wis
delayed, This bi-monthly mag never did
come out on time, At best it was a poor
quatvherly, The agony was zlmost over,
though --- soon it would be no moi=.,

The first April issue brought cub

1
¢ o e

more anti-"boom! indications ——--- #2ad
SPACE S-F Delayed One licntn", This, an

unusuwally goed o-~f nag, was soon to see
its last issue,

Featured zlso was a report on an-
other of Gerry de la Rz2e's e\:el;elt ar-=
ticles in T h e 1ing T
this one on xran R, }311 '1 12 dbdf of
s-1 illustrators The issue also told
us that Wilily Ley was still waiting for
the $64,000 Question, Stated Nr. Ley:
M .easssoThe pesople who put this show on
expected the contestants to be ready at
a moment's notice and then to hold five
consecutive Tuesdays open for them. I
have tried to¢ be as cooperative as pos-
sible and waited for twelve consecutive
Tuesdays, DBut there are limits, now I
have a few out of town lectures coming
up and I must make two trips, one to San
Antonio and cne to Hollywood. I try to
combine those two, but even if I succeed
in doing it,” i t still knocks several
Tuesdays cut. This means that I've been
tpostponed? for an indefinte time,....."

The secord April issue a n -~
nounced that well-known author John Vic-
tor Peterson would cover the 15th World

Science Fiction Convention in London for
Fanta:y-Tines, aided by whoever of the
staff vhat would be there, Johnny turn-

“ed in an excellent report and tcok mov-

ies of the Convention. You'll get nie
reacticns in the special World Conven~
tion sestion of this YEARBOOK. This is-
sue aiso announced that Alfred Bester
and Eric Frank Russell won as best auth-
ors of 1955 i n FANTASY-TIMES? second
Poll., The readers of FANTASYT-TIMES vot-
ed Alfred Bester!s "The Stars My Destin-
ation", from GALAXY SCIENCE FICTION, as
the bbst novel of 1956, ASTOUNDING SCI-
ENCE FICTION supplied the best novelet
and short story. They were "Plus X" by
Eric Frank Russell and "Top Secret" also
by Eric Frank Russell, The-'3rd Poll was
annosnced i n this issue, but results
were go poor and ircenclusive that the
quarterly poll system was droppéd and an
arzuil p2il idea tock its place, That

Aroaiei PaX) was anncunced in the First

dapnry 1953 issue o £ SCIENCE-FICTION
T, oird the resulfs will be announced
in Lo n=erh YHARRBOOK,

ne First May issue proved a homb=
sheil 1o the fan world, FANTASY-TIMES,

e
‘J Te

s Tor alwmest sixteen years had come
out ¢cn 5 regular schedule except for the
wer »mare,  and who hadn't changed its
neme cyment for cne issue in 1942 (that
is 30 being called FANTASY-REPORTER) an-
rovnied a change of name to SCIENCE-FIC-
TICY 04ES, sand a plan to go photo-off-
set if encugh additional readers could
be obtajned, HKeason for the change was
the decline o f the word "Fantasy" and
the increase in popularity in the word
"Science-Fiction". I t was hoped that
the changing of the title would bring in
more subscriptisns, as some might have
been scared away by the word "Fantasy",
The editors stated that FANTASY-TIHES-
once had 600°paid subscribers and ncw
had only 500, and that another 500 would
be neeced befcre FANTASY.-TIMES, now SCI-
ENCE-FICTION TTMES could g» photo~offset
and eight large-size (83" x 11") pages.
As the year 1957 ended those added 500
subscribers had not yet come true, but
SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES went photo-offset-
with its First 1958 issue anyway, BUT
not large-size; it had to be a smaller
size and only four pages, Had SCIENCE-
FICTION TIMES reached a s high as it
could possibly go? Time  would tell,
SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES in its Second




PACE A _ o
May 1957 4issue took t h e bull by the
pcinted horns and boldly announcedthat
tne science-{it¥ion "boon" had cracked,
"Iwo Megs Cub Pages Indicating VBoomlet!?
Has Cracked" ran the headline, It told
that SCTENCE FICTION STORIES h ad cut
back frem a recent advance of 16 pages,
back to 130 pages again, when the 16
pages wesre dropped with the July 1657
issue; and that SATURN had also cut 16
pages making it a 112 page mag, This was
the lowest number of pages for a digest-
size science-fiction magazine, Before
this that honor had gone to IF which had
(and still has) 120 pages, The editors
figured that if a mag is doing good it
will not cut pages, SCIENCE FICTION ST-
ORIES continued t o° announce that it
would soon go monthly,but this was still
guite a time off, SATURN, soon after,
began delaying issues as you'll sce lat-
er in this report. Later events ryoved
the editors to be almost right.
ly, as this report has &lready piirmad
out, the "boom" had cricik=d Long
this, but, as usu2l, could not b2 scen
at the time. The issuve elso anncunced
that the days of the 25¢ science-fiction
mags were over, +the last fort in ihs
price range had’ given up and incrsased
its price to 354, CSCIENCE FICTICH QJAR-
TERLY, long a 25¢ mag, nad tried vy cut-
ting pages to retai. its low price, but
could not s o was now selling for 35¢,
In doing so it had added 32 pages, This
brought it back to the 130 pages it had
started out with, - This shot in the arm
proved of no valve, the mag had less th-
an a year to live, a s our 1958 report
will reveal, :
FLYING SAUCERS, which had been giv—
ing science-fiction ulcers since Ray
Palmer began reporting them in AMAZING
STORIES i n 1947, would creep back and
darken the pages of AMAZING STORIES once
again, A whole issue of that rag would
be turned over to flying saucers, Tae
issue was announced as being the Septem-
ber 1957 issue, but later events proved
this wrong, Fairman was unzble to get
what he wanted a n d the October issue
contained the flying saucer cult, forc-
ing SCIENCE-FICTION TDMES to refuse to
acknewledge that issue as a science-fic—
tion magazine, You'll find that this
issue of the YFARBOOK 1lists only 11 is-

Aotual-~

Lefors

stes’ o f AMAZING STORIES for the year-
1957, I n an editorial note following

SCIENCE FICTION YEARX0O

—-—-———_——-—-—.—-———--._-—-u_h-—

the arnouncement, t h e editors sta*ed:
"The editbrs o f SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES
declore the fact that a so-called scien~

ce-fiction magazine must rescrt to such
goings-cn as "Shaver Mystery!. Diaucl-
ins", "ilying Saucers'" and other ro® %o
311 their pages. We are of the opirion
that a science~fiction magazine "Hﬁvld
rublish science-fiction. If you "giys"
like this junk better than you do sci:in-
ce-fiction, then why in _ell don's jFou
get out of the science-fiction publish-
ing game and make your "miliions" puir-
lishing every sort ‘o £ '"lunacy" that
crops up every year?!, In the same is=
sue was the headline "Shasta Price Nevel
Not To Appear??" It stated that the win-
ner of the "Shasta Prize Novel Contest"
of a few years back by Philip Jose Far-
mer, would not be published by Shasta ,
Ths winning novel, "I Owe For The Flesh"
{=ctilied "The Rlver Of Eternity") had a
cotact deadline for the hardcover ed-
itics wr Snasta, for February 9th 1957.
Palk of thre §47RO% prize money due t o)
1. Tacwer was $3,000 from Pocket Books,
nc.,. tor paperpack rights, In answer

T " a4 qué77' frca the SCIENCE-FICTION
TR, Lic, Freeman Lewis, executive vice-
presidont of Pocket Books, Inc., stated:
n

We conbracted with Shasta Publishers to
isan2 ¢ peprer bound reprint of Mr, Far-
pmer's novel a nd paid an advance of
$2 00 on signing the reprint contract,

Stanta, by failing to publish their ed-
itien o £ the book within the time set
forth in its contract with Mr, Farmer,

violated that contract and Mr, Faruer
informed them of siid violation and th=z
contract, became null and void. Under
the circumstances it was obviously im-
possible for Shasta to ful¥ill its con-
tract with us for a reprint edition so
that our reprint contract also becomes
null and void, We have, therefore, ask-
ed Shasta to return the advance made %o
hem by us, No contract for the book has
been signed-directly between Pocket
Books, Inc., and Mr, Farmer, though such
a contract may be signed in the futurs,"
In answer to SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES!
quest for further information and clari-
fication from Erle Korshak of Shasta, in
which SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES listed sev-
eral specifi; questions which they felt
should be answered, the following com-~
munication was received from Mr, Kor-
shak:  "Thank you for having called the

T'Sre



artiele Bhesta Prize Novel Not T o Ap-
pear? to our attention, before publish-
ing same, While this article has a num-~
ber of inaccuracies, we fall to see how
any objections to them on our part would
do us any good." No other word of this
seemingly o d d affair has yet come to
light.

The First June Headline read: "Fred
Pohl to Edit New S-F lag'", Ballantine,
successful with its line of science-fic=-
tion pocket books, was to publish a di-
gest-size, 35¢, 128 page science-fiction
magazine, with able Pohl at the helnm,
Star Science Fiction was its name., FPohl
had done some pocket - book collectiors
for Ballantine under the "Star" name so
it was a natural, A unique plan f or
international distribution was announced,
For the English speaking people overseas
a pocket-size edition was planned., This
edition was to be distributed with their
regular pocket - books goling ove-s:33,
This-pocket-book set - up never came a-
bout, a nd while the-first issuc was
planned for August 1957, it was months
later before it came out, Powers was
picked as cover and (his first) inter-
ior artist., As we stated before, Powers
has been doing all t h e covers of the
Ballantine s-f pocket-books., H 1 s art
work is described b y some as modern,
In many person's opinion it is not suit-
able for science-fiction, What really
rocked the magazine publishing world was
also announced in this issue, American
News Company, the oldest and biggest of
magazine distributors was soon to give
up this phase of its business. Starting
back when Munsey was in full force as
publisher, many magazine publishers had
been against the huge monster of a dis-
tributor t h a t they claimed ANC was.
Munsey, himself, was the first to set up
an Independent pagazine  distributing
system, In the years following him many,
many independents had set up;tying them~
selves into nationwide chains of Inde-
pendents, Thus year by year many pub-
lishers left ANC and either setup their
own Independent systems or 1let one of
the established systems distribute their
mags. Big companies like Street & Smith-
Inc., had years ago left ANC, Time, Inc.,
publishers of Life and Time, big deals
in this crazy field o f printed words,
left ANC a short time before. It still
is not clear,but rumors had it and still

have it that the straw that broke the
ANC's back was when Dell's mighty line
of excellent comics pulled out., Anyway,
ANC gave up, T h e load was put on the
smaller houses, the mighty complex set-
ups of Independent Distributing Compan-
ies, The INDS were not set up to take
the extra load, It didn't break down,
but boy did it crack, Newsstands were
not getting mags, some magazines (not
s-f) had even t o go to the extreme to
cease publication for a number of issues
before they could get an Ind. to handle
them. The mess caused some of the wcak-
er and newer s~f mags Tt o stagger in
their schedule, give up altogether, or
lose circulation due to improper distri-
bution. As we stated at the beginning
of this account, it was easy to blame
all troubles on ANC!'s folding. Some,
naturally, was true, most wasn't, But
ANC did give up, and chaos took over. As
tre year ended, things were much better,
regu.ar distribution was beginning to
come again, but it would take years be-
fore the Ind. could handle the load-ef-
fectively., I n the 1long run, tho, it
prohably i s the best thing that could
have nippened to the publishing field,
“hen the time comes that the Inds have
had a chance to build up their set-ups,
get enough trucks etc, to handle all the
mags, the publishers will have a chance
to pick and choose among them for the
best distribution for his particular
nagazine, The field will be in a more
healthy way. The stmnglehold ANC had
had over the field f or so long is a
thing of the past., Happy days are ahead
for all -- if they can weather the pres-
ent storm, As it how stands many read-
ers either have to visit numerous stands
and stores to get all their science-fic-
tion magazines, or/and in some cases go
without, What to do if you want a sci-
ence-fiction magazine and your present
stand(s) doesn't carry it. Write to the
publisher and tell him, give him the ad-
dress of the stand(8) and if possible
the Ind. distributor(s) name and address
that covers your area, T h e publisher
will do his best to get his mag there:
Naturally-you can subscribe direct.Also,
of course, this applies to non-sef mags
also, This issue also contained sad,
sad news that the wife of one of Schence
Fiction Times'! editors had passed away
due to a heart ajlment. Mrs, Betty Van




dve to a heart ailment, IMrs, Bet*ty Vun
Houten, wife o f editor Ray Van linuten
cied suidenly o n "May 16, 1957, Kot a
science-fiction fan, she had cfien help-

ed produce SCIENCE--FICTION TIMES and had

talcen part in other s3--f activities., RAY
married her in 1946 and she came to the
United States in 19/7:as a "G.I, Rride',
She was a native of Great Britian. [an-
den House marked it's 20th Anniversery
with this issue, Twenty years ago a-
round June 19457, James V. Taurasi found-
ed "Taurasi Puhlications" and published
t h e first issue of COSMIC TALES QUAR-
TFRLY, Taurasi Publications b e c amne
Cosmic Fublications wit h that mag's
second issus, changed names nuriérous
times (United Publications, Fantasy-lews
Publishing Co,, Fantasy-Times Fublishing
Co., etc.)with Cosmic always coming back
after .a short time, Finaily, while cvapr-
seas and beginning the first 12 2513
of the Continental Editicn of MATITASY-
TIMES, Sgts. Tauvrasi and van Houen de-
cided to keep Coxmuic Publications {This
was in 1945), Late in 1948 Williaw Sa
Sykora decided to bring in his plarned
revival ¢f t h e weelkly FANTASY- IHUS
(Founded by Cosmic Publications in 1G3#&)
and. a new name for the combined opura=~
tions was sought, andom House was a
natural, It was Fandom House ever since
until December 1957 when it incorporated
under the laws of New York State as Fan-
dom House, Inc, Owners of the Corpora-—
tion'are Taurasi, Van Houten "and new-
comer Frank R, Frieto, Jr, B ut this
caused the downfall of that famous name.
When the news was published in the na~
tion's papers, it came to the attention
of Random House, Inc., and they strongly
ohjeeted, Naturally never a money rak-
er, being a n amateur publishing house
(tho it had not lost money since 19.L8)
there wasn't any money (about $3,000) to
fight a possible law suit. Random House,
Inc. could and would bring the question
to court, Sadly t h e corporation was
forced to lock for a new name, As ‘this
is written a new nane is awaiting ap-
proval of New York State, Next jyear,
the whole story can te told. Ah! How
many times-has fandom been set back be-
cause of lack of cash} '

The 2nd June 1957 issue ofSCIENCE-
FICTION TIIES bought forth the sad news
that J. Allen St, John, famous mostly
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ferr hie paintings and illustratiors for
the Burecugis? novels had passed awar oa
May 20, 2957, He was in his 8Cs. Ffor
mary b mas ¢t h e only one thet reslly
cantwrei Tarzan i n a pilcturs, Wrote
Foryzst § Ackerman for that issus: "A
sad selute goodby to a man who £or na,
an? oty mor2 Iinm sure, gave a third ¢i-
mensicn to the sense of wonder hLiru liis
wond2r7:) drawinzs.”" ¥r, St. Jeha had
had jnside illustrations and covsrs in

the science-fiction magazines. 0 n *he
heels of ANC folding came t h e rumers

that numerous s-f magazines had fcldad,

This® was the usual thing amcng ceriain
fans, and ealso as usual they privasd
wrong, Certain pro mags were in tronble

berause of ANC, but they had not folded-
- nol af, tha%t time, That came latera
Tae news broke =-—-— "DREAM WORID IN-
DEFINALELY DELAYFD" === BOCM went  the
"poome and broke to pieces, DREAM WORLD
praincnild of Paul Fairman and Ziff-Dai~=
is, delayed thruout its short 1life,
fo'ded, ihis was another case of a soi-
ence-ieticn publicsher trying to pubiish

a sordaegy ragazine. It was no go., DRIAM
WOrTT n.over czught on, No one was sat-
is¢ad,with it -- nor its names TFech

bech delayed a month, maring
it in zenlity, a quarterly instead of a
bi-rmenthiy, The "boom" without founca-
tion .- the "boom" that should not rave
been --- was at an end,

In the same issue, Fandom House an-
nounced that i t was taking orders for
THE SCIANCE FICTION YEARBOOK (the 21657
edition). This one ad almost sold ou®
the priat order of 200 copies in ons of
fanco:'s most fabulous salies, Before
the 200 copies were finished, it had ov-
ersold itself by 00 copies. Later that
year a 2nd 200 copies (second printirg)
were published, and these sold out jush
after & review o f it appeared in AS-
TOUIDINGs, There are n o copies nov a-
vailatle of THE SCIENCE FICTION YEARSCOK
No. 1. '

The proposed monthly schedille for
Shawts INFINITY and SCIENCE FISTICT AD-
VELLUINRES didn't ¢ o m e aboni, btut the

isere  and

This confused mMany readers wno wrote in
asking why we hand't announced that thay
had gone monthly, T h e y hadn't, they
were still six-weekly, but the Post Of-
fice wanted the masthead t o read that
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way, S0-———- o That issue of the "TIMES"
alsc announced tha®t Hugo winner Kelly
Freas was to have a popfollo published
by the publishers of Damen Knight's "In
Search Of Worder"; Advent: Publishers of
Chicago. It ceme out as a 38 page book-~
let and sold for $1.50. A sweil nonento
to a great arcish.

In the miaszh of the '"boont" cracking
as is almost alwavs the case. there will
come an event thut tvies t o prove the
oppcsite, This news we were very happy
to see, Robert W. Lowndes working on a
low budget had proven he was a capable
editor, His three mngs: bi-monthly SCI-
ENCE FTCTION STURIES, Quarterlies: FUT-
URE SCIFNCE FICTION and SCIENCE FICTION
QUARTERLY were goocd magazines, The st—
ories were avevage or awcove, the editor-
ials among the best, t h e depertnents
tops. DBob ladlets "Inside Scisnc:
ticn" is the-best fan colimm in the Duse
iness. Also I suppoere we will &lwiys
remerber That it was FUTIRE FﬁuTqu JRECE
war version o f FUTURE SCIENCE FJ.CTION

—
l’—c-—

that first published FANTASY-TIIES i n
early 1940, Lowndes announced that sal-
es of FUTURE SCIFNCE FICTION were good

enouzh for the ragazines to go from quaw
terly to bi-montlily. The first b?wncL
thly issue was to Le #2335, the rekcuary
1958 issue,

The same Second July issue of the
"TIMES" also amnounced that B. G. Lavis,
President of Ziff-Davie Publishine Cone
pany, had resigned that positicn a nd
would set up a new compary. Iis vacated
job was filled by William Ziff, son of
the founder William B, Ziff, who passed
away in 19%73,

The First August issue had a head-
thal ncne expacted: "LEO MARGULIES
BUYS FSHORT STCRIES' AND 'WEIRD TALES!'Y,
Leo stated that he would cortinue SHORT
STORIES immediztely, while he'd wait for
the '"rignt timz" foc WEIRD TALES, since
events had proven that "fantasy" maga-
zines were not selling in the U.SI now,
SHORT STORIES <came o ut din digest-
128—35¢ style and has been an excellent
magazine ever since, With a few reprints
and mostly new stories, it is the only
all-different fiction magazine o n the
market. Each issue h a s at least one
science-fiction story. Our only kick is
that the "red sun" once part of the logo
has been dropped., Come, Leo, that is

line

SHORT STORIES. At one time, a few years
ago, alter SHORT STORIES and WEIRD TALTS
had folded, we heard that it was up for
auction., We sent our Legal Advisor to
buy them, W e wanted those two 01*195
(and the fabulous bound issues of WEIRD
TALES); plus the numerous copyrights to
the many famous stories in both nags, We
felt sure that with the_title and 0“;

rights w e could obtain the necessary
capitel t o reissue the mags. We laid
carelul plans for both mags (sorry they
ars still in the black book —-- too "Top
Secret! for release) and waited. I t-
dién't go over and a certain gentleman
got the titles, etc, In checking on this
bey we found thaat he was only represent-
ing a cerbtain printer’ that had a large
biil ageirst the mags, Their plan was to
hare the Izrmer owner reissue the mag or
g3 Tna Fﬁpe t hat they would sell
71 ¢ ne'd get his money, The form-
rnev diid finelly issue SHORT STORIES
o3 =noathly (sometimes) schedule,but
it rever w20t over, Viith no cover paint-

ing ov inferior illustrations; the pub-
lir jrsw axen't take to it. It staggar-
ed in iss scnedule end finally gave up.

Les z.osbved it,
~a

Jhie peiw issue carried some | more—-
go~d rews.  Frank R, Paul, No, 1 s-f
art. <% was back in the field again, He
was o de a cover f o r Leo Margulies!

SATPullTE SCLIENCE FICTION, Added spiciag
to the news vas that Leo Morey, another
old-timer artist o f the s-f field was
already doing interiors for Margulies.
T™wo real s-f artists in one mag., It was
too good to be true, Thomas S. Gardner,
who had for years been writing annual
reports o n the professional magazines
for (Fantasy) SCIENCE~FICTION TIMES, an-
nounced that after his 1957 report (re-
printed in this volume) he would have to
retire from doing any more, Tom was af-—
ter rmore knowledges He was going back
to school and obtain another degree.This
would not allow hin enough time to read
all the stories published, and thus he
would be unabtle to give his annual re-
ports, Sadderedb y the loss of their
capable reporter, the editors of SCIZNCE
~FICTION TIMES WE&nt shopping for a new
one. They found one just as capable and
he did read all the stories in all the
science-fiction pro mags, None other
than Edward Wood, You'll see him in this
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YEARBOOK next year with his first annual
report, "1958 In Science Fiction'.

The Second Apgust issue carried more
news of the "boom" gone bishbe!" INFINITY!
& *S-~F' ADVENTURES! HAVE NOT GORE MONTHLY
YET" read the black headlirne., As stated
before in this report, plans were nade
by Larry Shaw to go monthly in the Fall
of 1957 with both his s~f rags, In fact
things looked so gocd, thal the Octobzr
issues were printed with t h e wording
(big ones) +that the mags were Monthly.
By the time the rest of the issues were
printed, that wasn't the case. The mags
were still every 6-~weeks, but nothing
could be dene with the covers, so they
were used anyway. Vhat laid ahead for
these two mags were sad indeed, but most
of that will be in the 1758 r e ports
Needless to say as’  the year ended they
were still b-weekly. WiSTAR SFf DTLAYED
BY ANC BREAK-UP" was the other healline
on page one, STAR wa s to be a iad-
luck" mag right down the line. This was
just one of the many things that ended
it life almost before it got startedy
More bad news was the neadline "SATURN
DELAYED ONE HMONTH", T L e 4th issvz cf
the Wollheim edited magazine was Lo be
delayed one montr, ~ By now ths '"hcom"
was definitely gone. and the reccssicn
had begun in earnstf. SATURN, neeer a
big-ceal i n pro s@f mags was never to
recover from ibts page cuts and delays.
B. G, Davis who recently resigned from
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., bougit o u t
Mercury Publications a n d its ELLLRY
QUREN MYSTERY MAGAZINE. The rest of the
Mercury mags were to be ri:tained by Fer~
man, b ut continued under the Fantasy
House, Inc, house name. N o w a most
peculiar set-up was established, Bob

Mills was retained-as Manaeing Editor of.

ELLERY QUEEN, And, he still was editor
and Managing Editor of Fermanis mags as
before, DBoth publishers were located in
the same office, Mad-house, but plenty.
The set-up was to cortinue, and
well,

The First September 1957 was a gala
issue of SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES, It was
the largest -issue yet photo-offset b y
Fandom House, who had been the first to
publish a complete photc-offset’mag in

the amateur science-fieticn field, (the
Second Noverher 1941 issue)., Tt was 8

pages 85" x 11", It w a s to show the

. DAYSY
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readers what the publishers had in mind
if and when enough 1rcaders could b e
found to subscribe % o SCIENCE-IZCTION
TI}MES. This was one of the laigest ever
circulated, Hundreds upon hundreds of
sample copies went out, An all out ei~
fort was made to greb those few hundred
readers necessary to make all future is-
sues of SCIENCE-FICTICN TIMES this size,
nurber of pages, etc. DBut returns were
disappointings, * ¢ never received the
numker of gypscribers necessary to pub
out our dreams into reality.
"BALLANTINE'S *STAR S-F! DUE IN 30
was the headline, STAR delayed
before birth by ANC folding was finally
to come out. A cut of the first cover
showirg a Dec, date line was featured a-
long with compliete news of the new mag.,
But it was more than 30 days before the
issus finally came out, By the time it
did the date line read January 1958, A
picture of Frank R, Paul and his paint-

irg T the first full-colored painting
cf a zateilite was another feature of
the issus,; along with a cut o f Paul's

latest zatellite as it would appear on
the Dec, 1957 SATEILITE SCIENCE~FICTION,
The gela issve besides containing most
of tie regrliar departments carried sp-
ecial acticles, "Life at 1234 to 1" by
Harry Harrison telling of the easy and
cheap way to live in Mexico while writ-
irg s-f for the U. S, markets; '"The Art
Of Bool Reviewing" by Damon Knight:; and
a full-page super certoon by one cf the
best of modern s-f artists, KXelly Freas
titied "DEADLINE JOB: Teamwork, That's
What Does Itl", a real humorous and ex-
cellent layout were among the special
articles, This issue introduced a new-
reporter to the ever changing staff of
SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES: Dick Ellington,
who took over the fan célumn, "State Of
Fandom" with this issue, Also introduc-
ed was the new logo for SCIENCE-FICTION
TIMES, done by one of the better artists
in the field, John Giunta,

The Second September 1957 issue was=—
taken over completely by an excelient -
report of the 1957 World Science Fiction
Convention, The Londoncon, as reported
by the well-known author John Victor
Peterson v i a Air-Letter from London.
You will find the full report on this in
a special section of this volume. °

Although the "boom" was gone, new
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s-f mags would still come out., The lst
October issue contained the news that
James Blish, active fan, well-known au-
thor and book reviewer of SCIEICE-FIC-
TION TIMES was to edit a new mag calied
VANGUARD SCIENCE FICTION. This mag was
also to suffer delays, but finally come
ovivin 1958, Jim Blish taking over the
editorship of a pro mag forced SCIENCE~-
FICTION TIMES to loese another good man,
Like Tom Gardner giving u p his annual
pro mag reviews because of lack of time,
so Jim Blish gave up reviewing books for
S-F TIMES. As in Tom's case an excellent
replacement was found. Gerry de la Ree
took over James Blishfs job, Gerry
proved to be an excellent reviewer, one
that the dtaff is real proud of, and one
that give the "TIMES" é¢ditors the kind
of headaches they Jike. Gerry started
swanping them with reviews and 1s still
at it, Try as they may the editers will
never catch up, At years end. over 20
reviews were on hand, It woula take
issue after issue of nothing but book
reviews to print them all, But the edi-
tors will do their best to get as man y
of them to you as possible,

Frank R. Paul has nad many admirers
and friends in the field, He was given
the honor of being the Guest of Honor at
the First World Science Fiction Conven-
tion back in 1939, While many personal-
ities 1fn the science-fiction field have
received well earned '"Hugos'. Mr., Paul
who deserved one more than any other,
never had the good luck to receive one.
This was remedied b y  SCIENCE--FICTION
TIES on September 28th when Frank R,
Paul was invified to dinner and was pre-
sented with a Plague for his excellent
work in the science-fiction field. He
thought he was going to a small private
dinner, Actually twenty-one friends and
admirers of the famous Paul gathered at
the dinner to honor himn, The 'Dean of
Science Fiction Illustrators'" was final-
ly rewarded for his great works.

Deeper and deeper became the re-
cession of the s-f pro mags, SATURN was
delayed again., "Was there a boom? Had
there ever been one?

"RAY PAIMER QUITS S-F!" is a head-

line no 6ne ever expscted to see in his
lifetime, Palmer was a fixture in the
science-fiction  field, Good or bad as
his mags may be, everyone said he'd al-
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ways be around. B ut 1957 proved too
much for the little fighter from Wiscon-
sin, Having divided his mag OTHER WORLDS
into two, one s-f and one flying saucer,
he was seemingly all set for come what
my.But the recession proved too much far
hin. He gave up and folded his last s-f
mg, OTHER WORLDS. FLYING SAUCERS would
continue as a bi-monthly, as would his
other occult mag SEARCH, But s-f —=—ew—=
Nooooooooo, After loosing money right &
left for years in the s-f field, he had
had enough, He quit} He gave his all,
and that was not enough, T he trouble-
with Palmer was that he had become too
preoccupied with the Shaver Mystery,Fly-
ing Saucers and other occult items, and
what he considered science-fiction was
the lowest form thereof ever seen in the
-7 field, It just would not sell, In
act a fan mag would have trouble sell-
ing it, lake-up and illustrations sank
to a new low, B ut lousy as his stuff
was, Palmer had kept a promise he made
to the editors of SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES
in 1742, There w a s never any Shaver

otk

My=t=ry as such in his s-f mag., Yes, he
did publish a Shaver story, in fact re~
prﬂntC¢ cne from AMAZING, Y e s it was

part of the Shaver Mystery, but in OTHER
WORIDS he presented it as straight s-f,
and as such who could object, They
could say it was lousy, it was, but as
presented i t was just another bad s-f

story, T h e great Palmer left the s-f
field: He had no one to blame but him-
self, His mag was lousy, but, we all

miss him, Lousy as his mag was, we wish
he'd return, Maybe some day he will,
Good news for a change appeared in
the First November issue, "#SCIENCE FIC-
TION STORIES! WILL GO MONTHLY WITH THE
MAY 1958 ISSUE", At-Last}! After months
and months of almost, not quite ready,
any time now, Columbia would make SCIEN=-
CE FICTION STORIES a monthly., A great
victory for one of the better editors in
the s-f field, Bob Lowndes, Lowndes had
and has many handicaps before him, H e
can't pay for stories the way he should;
he has t o o many mags to handle, But
through pure good editorship he finally
did the impossible, he made one of his
s-f mags a monthly, Good work, Bob, you
have proven that if you're qualified for
the job, you can still win,
+ Jo Harry Vincent in his column "The
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T™ne Stream” took Fred Pohl's STAR SCI-
ENCE FICTION avert. No he had no objec-
tion to the chzlon content, The illus-
trations got him, A quiet, mild, young
man, ir, Vincent seldom 1lets out a4
roar in his column. He reports the news
ha gets in or is handed + o him by the
enitors; he gives his #dpinions at times,
But the FPewers cover and interior ilius-
tratiorns in STAR got bim, The coverswas
bad encugh, bub those Interiors! They
proved too much, He lashad out at Fohl
(who had notihing to co with it) and Bal-
lantine (who had all to do with it) and
stated that he could net read the mag
becavse the illustraticns were so bada
Better they ikill 4 h e mag than iet it
continve as is, A number of pcople took
issue with his blasting, ut none dina-
greed wibth him tha® thse iillustraiions
were- lousys. One or iwo tried to Jjuztify
them, bub they were wank indeed in “heix
argurienGsa T h 2 inside illusbreuiond
were down right territle, Eow anyona in
their right mind espected anyoue o even
tolrate them js nore than we can sse,Tn
maz my not nave been distributed right,
as jater cvents proved, bhub finally. o3
you'll read next wyear, it died withouh
seeing a secord issuuz. Bub even i7 it
had the besi distritsticn in  Lhe world
and the finest stories in the world, the

mag would n ot have lasted long wita
those (pardor) iljustraticns.

"PIRST TISSUE OF "VANGUARD" DUE QY
NEWSSTANDS DURING JANUARY 1958" was the
heading of the Secord Nevember icsue,
The story gave details of the first is-
suc and later issues, and announced that
&lthough Russia had . sent u p the first
satellite instead of the US Vanguard
project, the magazine name would r e-
nain. The 1958 report will tell Now
the mag was again delayed, but with a
happy coincideny, It came out within a
day of thw lauzhing of the first Van-
grard satellite by the U.S,

Surprise news was that AMAZING ST-
ORIES would add pages in 1558, from 130
to 144, rmeking it with GALAXY the secord
largest (in pages) s-f mag in the U.S.
ASTOUNDING still remained first with 162
pages. The issue also reported the death
of Lord Dunsany at t h e age of 79, on
October 25, Dunsany, was always regard—
ed as a writer of classic weird and fan~
tasy., A great loss t o the field. J,.
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Harry Vincent pointed out with pride in
kis "Tire Strezm" columa “thet SCIENCE-
FICTION TIMHES art editor, John Giunta,
one of the few men in the field tc ever
illuestrate a whole interior of a sci-
ence-ficticn magazinz, h a d become the
firet to do so with +two s-f mags when
h e illusirated the complete in'er-
ior of VENTURE SCIENCE FICTION, He also
pointed cut that other great artists had
illustrated whole mags (some had also
done the covers of those issuves), among
them, Irank R. Paul, Kelly Freas, Wesso,
Mcrey, Marchioni and others. He also was
pleased o reporv, as most of us were to
read, that Dill Harding had decided av
the iast moment NOT to introduce flying
sauzer colurns in nis mags, but to use
scicnce articles instead, Wonderful,
Har'inz, O i1 e of thess days Hans will
ainc sze the 1light, and 3Itill dawn oa
ki that he ig sunpeselto publish a s-f-

mg arni noh an occuit onz, When {lat
dcy cores, maybe the field will see the
"Golden Aze™ of science-fiction., Until

than < ihis up to the recaders and fans

to wni= it Yhot!" f o r these boys (and
gaii ) who uiy to have their cake and eat
it :.3k 7

Yie lask issue of the year, under—
Yined ch: fact, that the '"boom" was over,
"EFACE® S-F HAS FOIDED" was the black
headsinzs, This wunusual, interesting
arl above average s-f m a g had lasted
onl; vwo issues and then gave up, Along
with it went the sem-fantasy mystery-
magazine TALES OF THE FRIGHTENED, a n d
other mags the company was putting out.
In fact, the whcle company liguidated.
The issue also announced officially what
had been known in rumor for a long time,
that Ackerman's science-fiction magazine
SCI-FI had died before birth. The com~
pany that was suppose to bring it out-
lost their sharts on a non-s-f mag and
left Ackerman with the manuscripts and
plans but no backer, lhat type of a mag
the great Ackerran would have produced
we don’t know ~—— maybe a t a future
date? We have seenin t h e past that
fans can produce good mags and fans can
also produce dam lousy ones. Soma fans
with good ideas and a good knowledgc of
what a pro mag should be 1like to sell,

forget these excellent ideas as soon as

they sit behind a n editorial desk and
surround themselves with all the taboos
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o f pro - fright and procduce stinkers,
Waile others, like Lowndes, outdo them-
seives and produce excellent pro mags
and are great successes, Many fans have
beccme successes in the pro field, Time
viil tell hcw some others wiil do, - :

I n this issue of the "Timeg", Mr,
H, I. Gold announced that Frizz deiber
wold have a serial in Galaxy Science
Fiction starting with the March 1958 13-~
suc, and that this serial would produce
great controversy in the field and for
the readers of S-F Times to get set to
start a barrage of letters pro and con
and for those that didn't like this type
ol farfart to gét into boemb shelters, It
was vasted advice. As this is written
in Arril 1958, NO onelas sterted tlowing
their tops pro or con, In fact the air
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is disgustingly calm, T h e serial is
such that no one knows it was ever pub~
lished, Wha hoppen?

So ends the year 1957, as seen by
Science-Fiction Times, and dark secret
reports in the Plack book,tho to be fair

nct too much of the black book can b e
revealed at this early date, - Maybe one
of these days, years from now, when the
effects will not hurt anyone (a n d we
can’t be sued) wefll be able to reveal
more behind the cold headlines, Wha t
happened in 19577 "Boom" went-B-0-0-M}
What will 1958 bring? Trouble, for the
field, readjustment and the beginning of
& better life for this limited field, we
hoyes}
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"Who Speaks Of Conquest?" by Lan Wright
& "Earth In-Peril"; edited by Donald
A, Wollheim, 35¢ ~ February 1, 1957,

"Eye In The Sky" by Philip K. Dick, 35¢
- Februvary 28, 1957.

"Thr»ee To Ceonquer'" by Eric F, Russell &
"Doansday Eve" by Robert i, Williams,
35¢ -~ March 279 19574

"Thiz Fortress World" by James E, Gunn &
"Me-13th Immor+tal” by Robert Silver-
berg, 35¢ - April 26, 1957,

"Gunner Gacde" by Cyril Hudd & "Crisis In
’“-J:,O’ by H.Biéan Tiper & J, J McGuire

4' = May 29; 19970

"Flr'- On Mirs" by Rex Gordon,35¢ - June
26, 1957.

"The Sesret Visitors"
Master Cf Life & Death"

by James White &
b y Robert

Silverberg, 35¢ - Augnst 1, 1957,

"Emrive Of The Aton" by A, E, van Vogt &
"Space Station #1" by ‘Frank Belknap
Long, 35¢ - September 2, 1957.-

"Off On A Comet" by Jules Verne, 35¢ -
September 2, 1957,

"Sargasso Of Space " by Andrew North (An-
dre Norton) & "The Ccsmic Puppets" by

Pailip K. Dick, 35¢ - Septerber 26,
1957
"Starways" by Poul Anderson & "City Un~

der The Sea" by Kenneth Bulmer, 35¢ -
October 26, 1957.
"The Variab].e Man" by Philip K, Dick ,
35¢ ~ November 27, 1957. €
"The Mschanical Monarch" by E, C. Tubb ,
& "Twice Upon A Time" by Charles L,
Fontenay, 35¢ «~ December 27, 1957,

ARKHAM _HOUSE

- s
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"The Survivers" by H,
Avrmet W, Derleth, §°.00

1057,

120 Lovecraft &
- April 5,

"Alwa*v Cbmes Evening® b y Robert E,
Hona“d $3,00 « December 17, 1957,
AVALON__POCES
"Alien Dust'- by E, C,
danvary 8, 1957,

"The Infinite Erain" by Charles R. Lo“g
$2.75 ~ Lpril 1, 1957,

"Twlez fn TS mei by Maniy Wade Weilman,
$2.75 - August 22, 1957,

"Sclomont!s Ston=" ty-L, Snraoue de Carm
$2.75 - Oatober 1, 1957, .

Tubb, $2,75 -

"Troukle Star! b y George’ 0, Swith,
$2.75 = October 28, 1957,
"{asp' by Eric Frark Russeil, $2,75 -

Nowember 25, 1957,
USpaceways Satellite" ty
Maine, $2,75 - Decembes

e

AVON

Charles Zrlic
30 17)-. 2

"The Gladiator! bty Ph;lwo Wylie,
Jaruvary 15, 1957,

"The Ship Of Ishtar"
~ January 15, 1957,

"The Face In The-Abyes" by A, merrltt,
35¢ ~ March 7, 19 7°

"Tomorrow Plus X" b 7 Wilson Tveker,
{title "Time L“Wh' in cloth edJU*on),
35¢ - Aprii &, 1937.

M Metal Monsterd vy A. Mervitt, 35¢ -
Yay 9, 1957,

NFrom Outer Soace® (formerly '"Neecle")
ty dal Clemeni, 35¢ ~ Junc 11, 1957,

"The Space Plagus" (origiial "Higiwmays
In Hiding" ) by Georze 0, Smith, 35¢ =
June 28, 1957, '

"The Tine D ssolvpr"'
September 6, 1957,

"Year 2018" (publ* shed i n England as
"{May- Shall Have Stars") by James
Blisk, 35¢ -~ October 9, 1957,

"The Plane+ Explorer" by iurray Leinster
35¢ - November 5, 1957,

BANTAM BOOKS

5¢ -
by L, Merritt, ,5¢

by Jerry Sohl, 25¢

"Forbidden Area" b y Pat Frank 35¢ -
January 2, 1957,

"Nin=steen TaLes 0 f Terror'", edited by
Wait & Hallie Burmett, 35¢ -~ January
2, 1957,

"The Shores Of Space”" by Richard Mathe-

- EE am E We s tE e W Re Em e e Ee s A e e e

son, 35¢ = February 1 19574

"The Power? by Frank R, PC’JHSOH, 358 =
Aorii 1, 1957,

NScience Fiction Carmival, edited by
Fredric Brcwn & Mack Reynolds, 25¢ -
June 5, 195%. :

"Pechle In The Sky" by Isaac Asimov, 35¢
U.«Jf _,O 19910

"pilprimage To Farth® by Robert Sbecx

. 35¢ « O=tober 7, 1957,

"Regue In Space' by Fredric Brown, 35¢ -
Novenber 27, 1957,

BALLANTINE_FOOKS

"Tales Of The White Hart® by Arthur C.
Cizrke, 35¢ - Jannary 9, 1957,°

USlave Ship” ‘b y  Frederick Pon_, 35¢ =
Febrwary 1, 1957.

s Frozen 1e‘r” by James Blish, ,<¢ e

1'33“1.;?3 L9
"Cinle GF F;-e" "D y Hal Clement, 35¢ -
BB IG5
"SW*'c Shin' by Fredericék Pohl (cloth),
\‘?2075 . AFrj—-’- 1,@ 1l 7970
aings Tomerrow" by Frederick

"Tha C293 Ag
Print, 335¢
a3

.'—--—: ».
WThe Tr-gar

“» A il 291 19 7e

Tosxh by cames Blish (cloth)
w Vay 27, 1957,

"Cyal 1?0” by Hai ‘Clement (cloth),
';"3 r- - M=y 17, 1957,

"Tte Ciooen Gdresey" by Philip Jose Far—
ma T, 3‘4' - May 29, 1957,

"&m,mﬁﬂemﬂ’wrmwﬂ@ by Wyndham,
Peckem and Golding, 35¢ =~ June 28,
1957.

"The Cireen Odvssey" by Philip Jose Far-
mei (cloth)~ $2.75 - August 16; 1957,

"Occam!s Razor" by David Duncan, 35¢ -
September 26, 1$57,

"Those Idiots From Earth"- by Richard
Wilson, 3%5¢ - November 27, 1957.

"Robots & Chandelings" by Lester del Rey
35¢ = December 27, 1957,

BERKELEY POOKS

0 ot

2.‘.) &

\ k)o

"Astounding Tales Of Space-& Time", edi-
ted by John W, Campbell, 35¢ - Febr
ary 19, 1957.

"The Big Book Of Science Flctlon", edit=
ed by Croff Conklin, 35¢ - April 24,
1957«

"Strengers In The Universe! by Clifford
Simak, 35¢ - Septemper 19, 1957. '

"Beachheads In Space", edited by A, W,
Derleth, 35¢ - October 29, 1957.




PAGE 16 e X

BOUREGY. & CURL

-

oss Time" by David Grimnell, $2,75 -
.. Jamary 28; 1957,
"City On The Mcon" by Murrdy Lelnster,
ﬁ/.m ~ February 28, 1957,

UA -

"Big Flanet" b y° Jack Vance, $2.,75 =
hpril 26, 1957,
"uO"\q vest Of Tarth" by Manly Bainster ,

$ 2,75 = May 47) 1957,

DELL _PU PUBuISHV‘?)

"Stories For The Dead Of Night" editéd
vy Don Congdon, 35¢ = March 7, 1957,
"SF¢ The Year’'s’Greatest Science Fiction
And Fantasy"; edited by Judith Mer-

rill, 35¢ ~ June 28, 1957,

DODD, MIAD & €O,
';Vanguard' T ¢ Venns" by JeffreyTlieid

Castle, $3.C0 - August 21, 1357,

DOUBLEIAY

""The Nsked S-..l’)" by Isaac Asimov, ~,,)2 35 =
Jancary 9, 1557,

"His Monltey WJ.fc " hy John CollJe
Febrvaryr 25, 1957,

"Winds Of Time" by C‘lad Oliver, ﬂ‘b? 25 ~
March 22, 1957,

"Dandelion Vine" Yy Ray Bradbury, $3. 95
August 21, 1957

"Earth Is Room Encugh! -by Isaac Asimov,
$2.95 - September 24, 1957.

"Doomsday Morning" by C. L. Moore, $2.95
Octcber 24, 1957,

$J~75

FANTASY PRESS

nTsland Of Space" by -John W, Campbell,
$2,50 = February 25, 1957.

FARRAR, STRAUSS & CUDAHY

"MACH I: A Story Of Planet Ionus" by Al=-
len Adler, $3.80 - September 16, 1957

GNOME PRESS
F)

"Coming Attractioéns", edited by Martin
Greenberg. $3.50 - February 28; 1957,

"The Seeding Star" by James Bllsh $3. OO
March 26, 1557, j

"Colonial Sarvey" b y Murray Leinster,
$3.00 ~ April 19, 1957.

TFE_SCIENCE_FICTION_ YEARBOCK

"Two Sought Adventure" 'by Fritz Lieber,
3'3000 il :May 27; 1957-)

"SF: The Years-Greatest Science Tiction
ind Fantasy", edited by Juith Merwil,
&3095 ~ June 26; 1957e

"Te Return OFf Conan" by Biorn Nyberg &
2' Sprague de Camp, $3.00 - September

s 2957

"They'd Rather Be Right” by Mark Cliften
and Frank Ri#dy, $3.00 - October 29,
1957, ‘

"The Shrouded Planet"by-Robert Randall ,

$3,00 - November 26, 1957.

GRANDON CO4, The

’

®The Return Of Taarn" by Howard Browne,
$2.00 ~ June 28, 1957,

RO0URT, FRACE & CO,
"The Nean Range" b y - APthur C. Clarke,
3.95 ~ Marth 8, 1957, -
"See Tinze" Dy  Ancre Norton, $3.00 -

Ontobexr by, 1957

———

EARDFR & BROS,
by Jann Bredt (autoblog),
ﬁ"“. ) - ‘amm.r‘, 9, 1957,

Levil Must Pay"” by Thomas Nlcker,
#7:50 - January 9, 1C3576
Bum}* b y John Dickson Carr,
$3a50 i Mﬂy 17) 1957~

HENRY HOLT COq

WFe Tonay
N

"r:-.rr .

"Pawn Of Time" by Robin Carson, $4.95 -
September 9, 1957,

LIPPINCOTT
"The Ispt.ope Man"-by Charles Eric Maine,
$3.00 = May 22, 1958,

PANTHECN BOOKS

"In The Realm Of Terror" b y- Algernon
Blackwood, $3.95 - April 11, 1957,

PUTUAN

"The Master” . b y° T. H. White, $3.50 -
March 11,-1557.

"The Hunger & Others" by Charles Bean=

. mont, $3.,50 - April 26, 1957,

"Take Me To Your President" by Leonard
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14‘«!3'_bderley, $3.50 - June 2I+, 1957,

PYRAMID _20CHS

"The Symthetic Man" by Theodore Sturgeon
25¢ = March 6, 1957,

"Helltlower" *‘J George O, Smith,
Octzber 31, 1957,

358 =

RANDOY_HOUSE

"The Witches" by Jay Williams, $3.95 =
June 12, 1957,

RINZHART & CO,

"The Third Level" ty Jack Finney, $3.00
~ August 21, 1957.

SHASTA _PUBLISHERS

"Empire Of The Aper" by L. E, van Vogi,
$3.00 = January 9, 1957,
SICHFT BOOKS

"The Stars; My Destination" hy Alfred

. I R i

354 - March 21, 1957

"Operation: Outer Spaee! by Murray Lein-
ster, 35¢ -~ April 8, 1957,

"Double Star¥ by Robert A, Heinlein, 35¢
October 9, 1957,

"ha City And The Stars" b y Arthur C,
Clarke, 35¢ -~ December 12, 1957.

SIMON Al D _SHUSTER

L s e, . & i, 1
’

"No Blade Of Grass" by John Chrlstopher,
$2,95," March 15, 1957,

"Pecple Minus X" by Rajmond Z, Gallun,
ﬁ;)ooo - June 24, 1957, ’

"Mind Cage" by A. E. van Vogt, $3.50 =
November 8, 1957,

SCRIPNER!S
2ren Of° T h e Galaxy" by Robert A,
ileinieirn, $2,95 - Auvgust 29, 1957,

WORID PUBLTSHING CO,

S ——— ——— —

"ol

EShar Bemm' by Andrz North, $2°75 - Beb-
J.B -L“'D?D
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1957 IN SCIENCE
FICTION

Il BY THOMAS S.GARDNER

K

(Reprinted from Science-Fiction Times Nos. 287, 288, 289 & 290)

I0R QUITE a few yearc. the.readers of Fantasy-Tirmes and
];? later Science-Ticticn Times, heve eujeyed an annuel re-
port firum Dr. Thunas S. Gardner on 1he science-fiction
 magazines publisihod in the Unitsd Stacvss the ysar before,
Dr, Gardner is one of those few irdizicduals that reads each
and every science~ficticn story publisied in magazine form.
Wnile few, if any, reader will agrec 10U% w i t h Gardner's
ovinjons, ail agree that they forix 2 good base for what'!s
what in the field,
This will be Dr, Gardner'!s last report for quite a while,
He has a chance to obtain another I.S. and is going to school
nights. This h a s cub down on the time he®ll have to read
science-fiction, While he's gone, we've obtained the service
of another "read them all" science-fiction enthusiastic, Mr.
Edward Wood. He'Zl be doing these annual reports, starting
with "1958 In Science Fiction". Wetll all miss Dr, Gardner?d
annual reports, b ut we'll enjoy Mr. Wood's own version of
wnat happened the year before.

-

the Sputaik, but to readers of sci-

ence-fiction it should be the year
of The Paper Dragen. Under the ferocious
and magnificent display of magazines is
less than one finds under the Chinese
New Year's paper dragon -~ mostly £riv—
ing writers,editors, hot air,and stenchi}
The number of magazines surviving seems
far beyord a reasonable demand,the qual-
ity of the stories, verbal reports on
sales, and cries of anquish from science
fiction book dealers lead one to believe

F}j10 MANY PEOPLE 1957 1 s the year of

that inflation has overccme commonsense,
In spite of that a new one has appeared,

Star Science Fiction, dated 1958! Only
oné lLias been reported to be discontinu-
ed, perhaps tempcrarily, a n d that is
Other Worlds, (December 20, 1957).

To no'one's surprise Astounding is
still tops, and in spite of some weak-
ness, Heinlein's "Citizen Of The Galaxy"
is nurber one novel of the year, This
is a story that should have a sequel, To
my surprise the best short story I read
during the actual year o f 1957 was in

- 18 -
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The Magazine Of Fantasy And Science Fic-
+¥3ion, by Robert Sheckley, "Holdout",
This-little story is a gem in sociolog-
ical, psychological, and hlstormcal con-
ceptba

The British magazines, with the ex-
- ception of Authentiec which has been dis-
" continued, are stiil publishing excell=-
ent materials, The average for Nebula,
New Worids, Science~Fantasy, and even
tne delurct Authentic 1 s considerably
hicher than the average of the American
crop, a nd are even equal to our best
"five or six magazines, This is remark-
able, and desirable, -- fewer and better
magazines should be the goal, not more
and crappier.

Now let'!s get down to brass tacks:

ASTOUNDING SCTENQELFEQEIQQ,12 isaues,
Stiil the vest magazine of the year.
Campbell is certainly tc be congratulat-
ed. It is very hard to pick out the
best, and one can do no less than read
alii The articles are very good, I se=m

t o notice slacking off of the esp gim-
mick — for the betfer in some cases, as

poorly used props are better than none,
I notice that Garrett seems to have tak-
en over the mantle of de camp in trying
to write the SativPost story of tomorr-
ow, A tough assignment at any time,

THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE
FICTION, 12 issues, Very gocd year
‘w1th some excellent stories and articles
The editor apparently experimenting in
.an intelligent manner and the results
are most interesting, and 1less "cute',
Hope he is cured of being "cute" in se-
lecting science-fiction and fantasy. 1
do notice a slightly different gimmick
and that is t h e use of the religious
motif 1in- some stories, This has to be
done well, or not at all, Sometimes, in
our peculiar barbarian “and unsane cul-
ture of the 20th Century,the use of this
motif is a quicker mechanism to under=-
stand human relations than a more in-
telligent approach, Bo such stories can
be tops in many ways, I like Zenna Hen-
derson's stories about the people, they
are so darn human, likable, and real,
that it seems I may know some of them,

_-.—-—_—---—————-——-——-———————-—-
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(Now, now, I don't believe i t, just a~-
bit of off-trail humori). Leinster, the
grand old master, wrote a real scream in
"Anthropological Note", In my opinion,
Leirnster is one of the smartest writers
in the field and once in a while he
ccmes up with the darnest nonsense =
but not in this one! Heinlein's "T he
Menace From Earth" is very human, very
believeblel Incidentially I wish to
recocrmend only twelve issues of Magazing
Of Fantasy And Science Fiction for ywa

“to READ in 1957, "I am limited by the

. tain Peabody™
. swer in attaining pecking order -- under

fact that only twelve were published.

GALAXY SCTENCE FICTION, 12 issues, I
am happy to report that Galaxy im-
proved a lot this year, Is it T possible
thau cditor Goid 1is getting back to the

poéition hs had a few years ago? I hcpe
sc, Th e covers of Galaxy are always
clever, the articles good, the book re-
views falr to middling, and the stories
read~oiz, and mer¥ are good. I am glad
to se:-humor in Galaxs, €.84, Simak's
Uit and others indicate a growing

appre: lgtlon that humor rightly placed
in a story can enchance it a lot, Stur

gzon's "The-Pod I n The Barrier" is an
extradtdinary story, It has te be réad
to be apJ-e01ated Pohl and Kornbluth'!s
"Wol:oane! is an interesting, unsatisfy-
ing, and incomplete story insofar as I
am concerned, but I don't know how to
charge it to make it more suitable to
mey Why not read i t and see whét you=
think about it,.

IF, six issues, A very good year for

thls magazine, The covers and make-
up are good, and the stories are usually
good, Clarke's "Ultimate Lelody" is in
t he old theme of a gadjet type story
that is quite good., Silverberg's "Hid-
den Talent" is well done, In fact among
the three recent contenders f o r- the
newer auathors, Silverberg, Ellison, and
Garrett, I believe that Silverberg is
leading the field, Biggle's "The Tune-
smith" is quite interésting from the so-
ciological standpoint, Phillips! "Cap-
comes up with a good an-
unusual conditions|

The question does

-one always have to determine pecking or-
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der even if t h e one on top is boss?
Theoretically" Fisher's "The Birds and
The Bees" is a scream, A bitter,-bitter
story, in'some ways is Phillips, "Game
Preserve', Glad to see Phillips retmrn
to science-fiction,

THE FIRST WORID OF JIF, one issue, Ex=-

cellent selections from t h e past
years of If.

FANTASTIC SCIENCE FICTION, 12 issues,

I am sorry to say that very few stor-
ies are worth reading, Costello's "The
Bredder" is a grim story,and a cut above
the wsual in Fantastic. Unfortunately
the stories in this magazine have only
the slightest passing interest t o a
reader,

————

AMAZING STORIES, 12 issues,

better stories than Fantastic., but
still of a low order. The caricons in
Amazing and Fantastic are exceiiert, and
that may pay you to buy them} Piper!s
"The Edge Of The Knife" was suppese to
be a controversal story - and fel: fiat}
The editor meniioned that two ouher edi-
tors rejected it as being t o o hot tp
handle -- they were Jjust being smartl-
T h e October fiying saucer issue. wae A
distinct flop - heard anywhere one want-
ed-to listen, The question in my mind
is, can arything improve these two maga-
zines?

DREAM WORID, three issues, This mag-

arine had the perfsct title —-'and I
have assumed would have sold o n that
bsis alone, I think that the stories-
were trite, and that may have injured
sales., Anyway the last issue is dated
August 1957,

AMAZING STORIES SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL

One issue, "20 Million Miles To
Farth", - This novel seems to be jerry-
written,the hurried job is too apparent.
No matter if it had been made into a mo-
tion picture, does a magazine have no
more credibility rating than the movies?

SCIENCE FICTION ADVENTURES, 7 issues.
Good to fair adventure stories, n o
pretense at being great, but most can be
read at a rapid rate with pleaure, Gal—
ouye'!s "Gulliver Planet" i s adventure

Slightly

-THE SCTENCE FICTION YEARBOOK

- mm e wm e s = e e = = wm e em e s = mm e e

contrasting microcosm with a marcrocosm,
the later being man, Improbable,but has
points of good plotting. A peculiar st-
ory is Silvergerg's "Spawn of the Dead-~
ly Sea" - not credible in same ways, and
full of thud and blunder in other ways,
Jergenson's "This World Mast Diel!" rais-
es an ethical problem that may well be-~
come real some day -- o f course the
final answer i s any world that arbri-
trarily destroys another world will, and
must eventually, be destroyed in toto by
the other worlds inhabitated by intelli-
gent beings of any kind, Dhes Silver-
berg pick his own titles? If so he has
good knack that is not always flound a-~
mong writers, Jorgenson (House name I
have been told by several who say they
are in the know) has a story "Thunder
Over Starhaven" which is in the tradi-
ticn of the old Planet Stories.

e

SATFLLITE SCIENCE FICTION, 6 issues,

¥5¢ a vad magazine at all, The st-
orias are well balanced, and most of the
lcaz novels quite interesting to read,
Ta= special articles by Moskowitz (two),
have veen very good, and should be con~
tinued. Christopher's "Year Of The Com~
et was quilte a story in many ways, but
was weak in picturing ultimates that may
not develop such as complete, decadence;
ard inspired, noble people in another-
land} Such contrasts are usually speci~
al grades of fertilizer, I was disap-
pointed in Vance's "The Language Of Pao!
It moved too slowly. Perhaps I was dis-
appointed as I know Vance can do better,

SUPER SCIENCE FICTION, 6 issues, Ad~

venture stories, mostly similar in
tyre of plotting to the old Planet.Kudus
to Asimov's ""The Gentle Vultures", -Fig~
ure this mortal problem out,readers, and
see what you come up with, Mark!s "One
Women For Venus", Hummmmmiim} This maga-
zine, Jjust as Satellite, is worth read-
ing after the big five, (Oh, yeas, who

are they? TWell, Astounding, Fartasy &
Science Fiction, Galaxy, Science Fiction

Stories, and fifth place tied by If, and

Infinity. So you must read sixl)

VENTURE SCIENCE FICTION,6 issues. The
stories are we otted, the writers
are good, the action is fast, and I des-
pise the magazine! I simply do not care
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for the mickeyspillane, shock, for shock
sakes type of science-Iiction, An ex-
cellent story, Sturgeon's "The Girl. Had
Guts", and for the first time in my
life T became physically ill from read-
ing a story, Others are of the sams; to
a different plus or minus degree, 1ilk,
Frankly I care less o r nothing if it
folds up — but it may sell millions,
Other material has, look at the sales of
THE Hotror Comics} '

SATURN,
A'issues,

Science Fiction and Fantasy,
rr‘hese storles are not too

ience Great name wrlters also SLlnk
somatlnes too. I doubt if collector's
items are always w0rthwaile. In spite

Satum better than a~

bout one-third of the magazines cited i
this article, So if you have the Tima,
and nothing else to do, why not try 9&5
turn, perhaps you inight like it vetter
than I have,

SPACE_SCIENCE FICTION 2 issues, The

stories are abous the same in qualizy
as Saturn with one exception,Jones?-"Tae
Star Dream", - This is worth r”&dlﬁ‘< for
the gimmick at the end is strwct‘y un-
worthy of such a weak ending. This meems
like a contradiction, but actually the
mixing of science and mysticism fails
here, and becomes apparent only with the
gimmick!}

TALES OF THE FRIGHTENED, - 2 issues,
Short, weird type stories, sometimes
fairly well done, but I doubt i f this
stuff can sell, Anderson's "Mr, Tiglath"
is a good example of an interesting
weird, but " d o people read weirds any
more in the age of sputnik, atomic doom,
and everything developing all at once?
FUTURE SCIENCE FICTION, 3-1/2 issues
by date! I like this magazine, and
find the stories quite good, and scramb-

ling for fifth place with Infinity and
If. QEspecially recormended is Tnomas!
Miars Trail", Here is a story of real

significance in getting along together,
in addition to being a story that carr-
ies ones interest to the end, Nichnl's
"The Lonely Stars" might be a lesson in
®anity -- 1 f the human species were
sanel!

— o — — —— — e e e e

SCIENCE FICTION STORIES, 6 issues, A

very good maga21ne and number four in
tion qtorwes ard Future are  also qL:Ee
good most of the time, a n d are citen
worth the price of the magazinesalone ,
The stories are slightly below the qual-
ity found in the big three most of the
time, and sometimes equal thems. Quite
often surpressing Galaxy! Russeli's
"Early Bird" is tops for the long trip
story with technology catching up with
the long trippers. Y o u should enjoy
Winterbotham!s "The Return From Troy",
where women are women with a vengence
sometimes, In fact why not read all the
issues,

SCITNGE FICTION QUARTERLY, 4 issues.

T.2 stories in thnls mAagazine are more
finidly put together than in Future or
S35, The stories are very much like the
better stories of the old Planet, i
would like to recormend Jourdenis"Child-
ron of Fortume" in which ethics is warp-
ed b socictye.

GALAXY NOVEL, 2 or 3 issues, I think,

(s raillure to put an inmprint date
where T can find it is a mistake,) Hub-
bard’s "Fear" 1 s in my opinion one of
the Werld's great peychological horror
novels, You won't loose by reading these
novels if you have not done so before,

: Fly-
5 is-
sues° lhls flctlon magazine has been
plagued from the start., I have heard
that it has been discontinued. The cl~
osest to a good story is Fontenay's "The
Heartt's Wait"., This story has human un-
derstanding.

,___ R

FLYING SAUCERS From Other Worlds, 3

issues. T o the believer this is a
fact magazine, t o the non-believer, a
fiction magazine, As a fact magazine it
is so loosely offered that anything goes,
As a fiction magazine, not worth the ef-
fort,

SEARCH MAGAZINE, 6 issues. Almost,
every issuc identical in theme, with
individual wvariations of each proceeding
issue, Strictly for those who believe
in this stuff,and students of sociology.
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The latter will get an idea of some of
the things held over from the Neander-
thal period,

JNFINTITY SCIENCE FICTION, 7 issues,

A vely good magazine with good for-
mat, Recommended reading for the fight-
ing fifth place. Del Rey's "The Eand
Played On" concerns the grim necessities
cf Xife if a carbage collector in the
space age, Unsung herces a r e heroes
even though unsung, Vance!s "The Men
Return" has a good theme, but I believe
Rog Philips could have done better with
it, This is hersey I realize, but that,
is the way life goes, Clarke's secries
of storiess about the Space Station are
fine., I could go cn Dickson's "The Gen-—
eral and the Axe", etc,, but if ycu read
all the issues you will see what I mean.

IMAGINATION, 6 issues. Unfortmiatelky

this megazine has uneven g¢ton s, A
very few good, most average or poor; but
excellent cartoons! The best story is
Reinsberg's "Conpete Or Diel" O n e
trecuble is that I have always belisved
that Imagination should be fighting for
fifth place, but s o far it has fallen
down. VWhat is the trouble?

IMAGINATIVE TALES, 5 issues. Excel-

lent cartoons and the stories are the
same as Imagination, Silverberg's "Star-
ship Saboteur” is a real problem today,
not just tomorrow, Fanaticism has alemys
tried to throw monkey wrenches into the
gears, An amnathy type and interesting
Hamilton, is "The Ship From Infinity",
Hamilton, for good averages, and some-
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times superb stories is close to lLein-
ster, excent that Leinster has more ~om-
plicated plots,

FANTASTIC UNIVERSE, 12 issues, I have

been appailea at the general dreop in
qualiity of material in this magazire.The
growing use of UFO controversy instezdcf
good steries is unfortunate, However a
few stories saved the year, e.g., Piper’s
"Lone Star Planet", f o r humer and de
Ramp's stories, esmpecially the collabor-
ation whth Bjorn Nyberg, "Conan the Vix-
torious", However t h e short stories
which I have admired in t h e past are
getting pretty poor, Why?

THE FOLLOWING tobles summarizes mny

count for the past few years taken from
my discussion:

YPAR. _ TITLES NO, OF ISSUES
Ly A 1615
1956 20 ilg
pilloor B | 1.7
T e 150
L7600 s i o8 185
1c52 23 149

THi CONETANCY of issues for the past
six years is somewhat amazing with a low
of 117 and a high of 185, an average of
146.6 per year. This emphasizes Mosko-
witz's excellent analysis i n the 19%7
issue of THE SCIENCE FICTION YEARBOOIT*
that there exists a hard core of readers
who keep the magazines goingi
*Published by Science-Fiction Times,

now OUT OF PRINT,

Inc

THE END




ANNEAL BEPORT-1957

BY FRANK R.PRIETO JR.

orgarization, H e

price, size, rnges, etc.

cnly record extant,

ding to cover dates,

RANK R, PRIETO, JR., is tie facte-and-figures
};j expert o f ‘the SCIENCE-rICTiION TIMES, INC.,
handles ths "Science Fic-
tion Record', a monthly repors o F

hit the steads in the U,S.,

Future historians of science-~fi
pend on Frank's running report =
upon which this jyearly summary i -
cf magazine issues published as
to when they actuvally went on sale,

vilet s~f mags
witih detaills as t o
ction will de-
the magazines,
bnsed, as the

and not accor-

M1 HE YEAR 1957 WILL g o down in s-f
history a s the year of the Big
Change, for this was the year that

The American News Company gave u p the

distribution of magazines,

This amounted to catastrophe —-———-
magazines were delayed, o r were never
distributed at all in many areas of the
country,

In one case with which I'm person-
ally acquainted, the following happened:
The August issue of SUPER SCIENCE FIC-
TION, GALAXY S-F for September-and Nov-
ember, IMAGINATION for December, F & SF
for November, SCIENCE FICTION STORIES
for Novegber, FUTURE S-F #34, S-F QUAR-
TERLY for November, SUPER SCIENCE f o r
December, VENTURE for November, STAR S-F
issue #1 (which I believe carries either
a November or December date, never came
out in Warners, New York,

Of these issues, I have all but the
issue of STAR, but they were all bought

elsevwhere and not at my usual check~
point nere in Warners,

The issue o f AMAZING STORIES for
October is considered in my tabulation
as a non-s-f magazine, as it is devoted
entirely to flying saucers.

The following months were pulp-size
-less in 1957: January, March, May, Aug-
ust, October and Novembér, In 1956¢
March, July and Oétober, In 1955: April,
July and December, In 1954: April.

The following are the statistics
for 1957 and the previous three years:

TITLE CHANGES 1IN 1957
OTHER WORLIDS SCIENCE STORIES to:
Flying Saucers from OTHER WORLDS.
(One change in 19563 two in 1955;
none in 1954)

SCHEDULE CHANGES DURING 1957
INFINITY S-F and SCIENCE FICTION

% 23 *
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ADVENTURES went from bi-monthly to every
six weeks,

{One change during 1956;
1955; none in 1954)

three in

NEW MAGAZINFS TN 1957
AMAZING ~STORIES SCIINCE FICTION NOVELS
quarterly
SCIENCE FICTION
bi-monthly
WONDER STORIES
one-shot
STAR SCIENCE FICTION
quarterly
FIRST WORLD OF IF
one--shot
(six new titles during 19563 one in

1955; none in 1954)

SPACE

PACE __CUTS 3_IN 10’57
SCIENCE FICTIOR 41y lmg -
from 1.4 to 130
SATURN SCIEHCE FICTION % FANTASY

from 128 vo 112
(None in 1056 nore in 1955:; 10 in
1954)

PLGES _ADDED IN 1957
SCIEICK FICTLON QUARTERLY
Irom $5 to 130
(None in 1956; 1 in 1955;
1954)

10 in

FOLDAD_IN 1957
Flying Saucers From OTHER WORLDS
SPACE SCIENCE FICTION
DREAM WORLD
AVAZTNG STORIES SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL
(None in 195635 6 in 1955; 10 in
1951)

* PRTCE CHANGES IN 1957
SCIENCE FICTICN QUARTERTY went from
25¢ to 35¢. This is the last pulp left
in the s-f field now that Flying Saucers
Frcm OTHER WORLDS is gone,

MAGAZINES BEING PUBLISHED IN 1957

MONTHLY

ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION (John W,
Campbell, Jr.)

AMAZING STORIES (Paul W, Fairman)

FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION (Anthony
Boucher)

FANTASTIC UNIVERSE SCIENCE FICTION
(Hans Santesson)

o mm e mE e em e e e s e e e e e mea mw e S e

FANTASTIC SCIENCE FICTION (Paul W,
Fairman)

GALAXY SCIENCE FICTION
Gold)

(5 monthlies in 19563 é in 1955)

(Horace L .

SIX-WESKLY
INFINITY SCIENCE FIGTION (Larry Ta
Shaw)
SCIENCE FICTION ADVENTURES
T. Shaw)

(Larry

BI-MONTHLY
IMAGINATION SCIGNCE FICTION
. Hamling)

IMAGIIATTVE TAIES (William L. Ham~
ling)

IF, WORLDS OF SCIENCE FICTION (J.
L. Qd‘ﬂ‘)

STIENCE FICTIOMN STORIES (Robert W.
Lowades)

SUTIR SCIEKNCE FICTION (W. W, Scott)

SATELLITE SCIENCE FICTTON (Leo Mar-
gulies; i~

SATTTR SCIENCE FICTION & FANTASY
(Deraid 4. Woltheim)

ViITURD SCIENCE FICTION (Robert P,
Mills)

(12 in 13565 8 in 1955)

(W1~
liam L

OUARTIRLY
SCIENCE FICTION QUARTERLY
W. Lovwndes)
FUTURE SCIENCE FICTION
Lowndes)
STAR SCIENCE FICTION (Frederik Pohl)
(2 in 1956; 5.in 1955)

(Robert

(Robert W,

IRREGULAR
GALAXY NOVEL (Horace L. Gold)

ONE _SHOTS
WONDER STORILS {James Hendryx, Jr.)
FIRST WORID OF IF (Jomes L. Quinn)

PROPQSED FOR 1958
One monthlybfor sure;
Two bi-monthlies for sure;
One bi-monthly maybe;
Two Monthlies maybe.

EDITORIAL CHANGES IN. 1957 ...
Leo Margulies buys SHOnT STORIES
and WEIRD TALES.
Ray Palmer buys half-interest ima
distributing company, and changes it s
nage to VWisconsin-International Sales Co.




Then Palmer leaves the science-fiction
field by dumping Flying Saucers From
OTHT WORLDS.

Lyle Kenyon Engel 1leave SPACE S-F
and becomes editor of "Popular Music", a
new publication of B, G. Davis, who re-
signed from Ziff-Davis and bought Mer-
cury Publications and "Ellery Queen lMys-
tery Magazine'" from Joseph W, Femman,

The name of Mercury Publications is
changed to Davis Publications,

Magazines formerly put
Mercury Publications

out under
are now imprinted

e T T T ———
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Fantasy House, Inc,, which i s
changed to Mercury Press, Ine.

Fred Pohl becomes editor o £ STAR
SCIENCE FICTION.

James Blish becomes
GUARD Science Fiction,

FANTASY-TIMES i s changed to SCI-
ENCE-FICTION TIMES and Fandom House is-
incorporated as FANDOM HCUSE, INC.

editor of VAN-

Frank R, Prieto, Jr, becomes a n
editor and publisher of SCIENCE-FICTION
TIMES.

YEAR - TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL  NUMBER OF COST OF NUMBER OF  COST OF
ISSUES __ PACES §0ST DIGESTS DIGESTS __ PULPS PULPS

1957 153 20,169 $53.,60 144 $50,90 8 $2.70

1956 122 16,182 42,30 112 39,20 10 3,10

1955 109 13,565 37,25 98 3440 1L 2.85

1954, 142 ]9,0L8 Lv,m_ 19‘ h2au3 21 5,15

YR NOMEER CF NUMGeR oF C WONTH (AVG) NGO POR MONTH [AVG) TOTAL AVG
DIGEST FP__PULE PP __PGiP  DIGEST PULP PP PER MD

1957 19,286  &45 . 664 1,607,177 73,58  1,680.75

1956 15,202 980 832 1, 266,82 80,67 1,348.50

1955 123447  1;118 2610 1,037.2 93.16  1;130.,41

1954 16,648  2.400 L 750 1_;*;:’,_’__33 200 00 1,537.33

TVERAGE CoST O MoNTR: ] B ligin s LGECp307 i3 dunsmsdedd 105 1G53 .0 1%




FUND

1hHE TRANSATLANTIC

BY ROBERT A.MADLE

~.

HE TRANSATALNTIC FAN FUND is one of the many

i "wenders" o £ science-fiction fendom, ldike
fandan's "Morshall Piaxn® ¢ £ 1942, when the

EES I ]
Cinverticn voted $U0 to s2al »-f mags and bosks
to Foglad ard Aszetralia; 1ike Lhe FANTASY VETER-
AN®S ASSOCIATION which supplice nogs &nd books to
fans in the amed forces dwiinsz vime of naticnal
emergency; lhke the World S~t C2-=z. run by fans to
the crecit of the entire s-of 7i¢ld. TAFF 1 8 one
more examylce of how fans of science-ficlticn dirffer
from addicts of eny other literatule yuu can name,

And Taff is no "pie-in-the-slzy? cnimer
hundreds of dollars o f fandom's cash have been
coilected and disbursed under its admninistration,
Readers of other types of stories form clubs arnd
occasicnally engage in sporadic activity, but we
believe that n o cother segment of the publishing
incustcy can boast of the copicus, sustained, con-
centrated, veriegated and straight - to-ther-poirt
support as that afforded to the publishers of sci-
ence-fiction by s~f fans in pursuit of their lit-
erary interests.,

In 1957, Robert A, Madle was
gate. "He traveled from his home i n Maryland to
Lendon, England, expenses paid, where he attended
the World Con and visited with many British fans,
He is the administrator o f the 1958 TAFF, which
was won by Ron Bennett of England, who will attend

the FAFF dele-

the SOLACON.

~The Editors

Fund?" This question has been

asked of me several times by s-f
readers who has read brief statements
concerring it in my department, "Inside
Science-Fiction",

W&/\/FHAT IS THE TRANSATLANTIC Fan
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Mistakenly I had assumed that most
fans (active and fringe) had heard some-
thing about TAFF and that the so-called
TRU-fen were completely aware of its in-
ner workings, How wrong I was!

Realizing the need for a brief his-



torical presentation of TAFF for general
consumption, I have written one for "In-
Side S-F" which should appear in an up-
coming Lowndeszine, T h e -article was
written entirely from memory, so if one
or two facts concerning TAFF!s begin-
ings son't jibe exactly with what you
have heard, chalk it up-as editorial per-
ogative (in other words, I wasn't sure),
The following few paragraphs will again
delve 1into the TAFF story —--- a story
which should be of interest to all fan~
domn,

It all started with Forrest J Ack-
erman., Forry, through his years of ac-
tive fanning, had developed a large num-
ber of overseas correspondents, During
W IT, when it appeared that Anglofandonm
was doomed to extinction, Forry helped
keep it alive -with numerous contribu-~
tions of books, magazines, paﬂo“ TR
even mimeo stencils. And it is ruinr-
ed, the British fen wented to ropa /s for=
ry by bringing him to Englend for a vis=-
it,

Forry, however, wanted it the other

way, He wanted !merican fandom to bring

an Fqgllsh fan to Auerica for a world
convention,

Thus was created t h e  "Big Pond
Fund", which was one of the projects of

the 1947 Philcaon,

Several years elapsed before For=
ry's dream materialized: Ted Carnell,
one of the two most famous English fans
(Walter H. Gillings is the other), made
it to Cincinnati for the 1949 Con ——
and the die was cast,

In 1951 Shelby Vick started a cam-
paign to bring Walter A, Willis of Ire~
land to the New Orleans Con. In 1952
Vick!s campaign bore fruit when Willis
made it to the Chicon, Walt had entered
fandom in 1949 and had proved t-o be a
prolific writer for the fanzines, and an
excellent one to boot, When Walt return-
ed to Ireland, he wrote up 2 lencthy re-~
port of his trip, "The Harp Stateside".
This interesting document appeared i n
many installments i n various fanzines
and was only recently published complete
in phamphlet form,

With the publication of
Stateside", another fannish tradition
was born: 1 t 1is now expected that the
TAFF delegate will write wup his trip so
general fandom (or a t least those who

"The Harp

———-—-——---——————-.——--—---
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contributedto the fund) will be able to-
read about it.

Irmediately following the 1952 Chi-
con, Donald E. Ford, an old fakefan who
has been around for many years, startad
a campaign to bring an English friiend of
his to-the 1953 Fhilcon, However, the
friend, Noman Ashfield, informed - Dcn
that he wouldn't be able to attend, and
Don wrote to Willis stating that the mon-
ey collected here in the States would ve
turned over to any other British fan who
might want to make the trip.

Ford's letter arrived just about
the time of the 1953 English Coroncon,
and the timing was quite appropriate,
Inspired by Ford, Willis, Carnell, Ken
Slater and several other Anglofen got
together ad came up with the organiza-
ticn kacwn as t h e Transatlantic Fan
Ford,

The first election (winner to at-
tend *12 1954 San Francisco Con) s aw
Vind Clorle winning., Ving, an extremely
porular fan because of his intense ac-
tivicy din all phases of fandom, reluc-
tantly tvrned down his chhnce for per-
sonal. rzasors, This enabled a new elec-
tion to be held =-- with the winner to
cross the iAtlantic £ o r the 1955 con,.

H. Ken Buimer, fan and professional

writer, was elected., Ken and his charm-
ing wife Pamela quit their jobs and were
off for America in a bramp steamer,
Success! T h e first TAFBman had
it to America,
Now it was America's turn to res-
and send someone to the 1956 Cytri-
con, held annually in Kettering. In a
race replete with some pretty peppy cam—
paigning, Lee Hoffman shaded Forry Ack-
erman. Lee, however, turned down the
TAFF trip as she had Jjust married Larry
Shaw and they were going to spend their
honeymoon in England ---~ and she rrefer-
red to go as a bride rather than as the
TAFF delegate,

It was too late for Forry to make
arrangenents, so the fund was held over
to the following year, 1957, :

In 1957, Foory Ackerman's nominee,
one fakefan named Robert A, Madle w a s
elected to attend the Loncon.

See the following publications for
accounts of this journey: Future Science
Fiction, February 1958; Scurvy and Ju
published by Lynn Hickman; and Stella;,

made

pord




rublished by Ted E. White,

Not only did I win the trip, and
shock a certain segment of fandom to its
very foundations,; but I picked u p all
the marbles, for I was also awarded the
honor of administering TAFF from  this
side of the Atlantic., (Now you know why
I'm writing this article})

‘Which brings TAFF completely up to
date, except to report that the winner
for 1958 is Ron Bennett of England, who

THE SCIENCE FICTION YEARBOCK
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will be eligible to make the trip to the
SOLACON in Los fngcles, It will take a
lot of fandom'!s money to get Ron to LA,
and at this writing, an account of moncy
collected is not available,

So ~-—~ was there enough moenoy in
the fund to pay Ron's boat-fare? Did he
make if, across the stormy Atlantic?

Read next year's installment
find out;

and
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BY DANIEL MCPHAIL

1937,

the hobby, and mem-crs p
of publishing., Don

time it would do away
magazine,

today,

years,

today one
tiono

nolionnd Jjust for the love
figured Lhat this would be a
good idea for science-fiction fonden
with *ne
He was right in the Iirsh svrmise, bhub
dead vrong in the latier,
mags exchanged with oane another
publishéd, then), and most of thoir publishers were
fanatic fan mag collectors, suzh is
Today there are just as many fan mags as
ever, and most are subscription mags,

The FAPA has continued strong
and is today in better shape than ever, A
long list of active fans are waiving to get in,

We picked Dan MzPhail to do the anmual: report
on FAPA as he was best fitted to do the job,
ing been one of the charter merbers,
of the leading lights of the organiza-
His PHANTASY ORESS is
megs which FAPA circulates,

11 5E FANTASY AMATEUR PRESS ASSOCIATION was th;]
J brain-child of Donald A. Wollheim way back in

k Don had been a member of

press associations, whare prrating

a number cof
{not s-f) was

and that in
subscription fon

Wirile in 1937 most fon
(abcut 50 were

not the case

f or over 20

hav-
and is still

of the better
~the editors

one

Amateur Press Association celebrat-
ed its 20th anniversary, making it
the oldest national organization in sci-
ence-fiction,” It g ot off to a shaky
start in 1937, and a t the end of that
year had only 21 members; b u t it has
grown through the years and its alumni
number in the hundreds, including many
prominent names in science-fiction,
he annual August elections ended-

]:N MID-SUMMER OF 1957, the Fantasy

the administration of President Vernon
McCain, Vice-President Bill Evans, Sec-
retary-Treasurer Bob Pavlat and Official
Editor Richard Eney., An active campaign
brought some 76% of the members to the
polls and they elected Ted White to the
Presidency for the 1957-58 term, In do-
ing so, t°h ey passed over two former
presidents, Marion Bradley a nd Rick
Sneary, as well as Don Wilson, In the
race for veep, Bob Pavaly defeated an

S Y
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unusual dvn, Andy ard -Jean Toung. who
ran jointly { o » Taz ona pn;.u$ Ny 28

.Je

well as Ray Schaffer, the uoning-n
crata:,warfdgﬂ“

w

ol Mrs, Bradier, The Se
er's pesh went to Bill Zvons in 2 lond-
slide wicstory over Jack HdrnGSFp wrile
incomberis Richavd Tvans noprosed
fer GZfiecial ®iitor, Tor a few
write—in-syonés,
Indicalim

these {laes

waS
excant

of tho *ising costs of
;was a propess). To bailot for
an incrsase i n dues, which was later
passed, inal work was also completed
on a comnrelensive revision of the Con-
stitution, which clarified many vague

£

points and brougnt it more in line with.

actual nseds, Charter mamber Jack Speer
did the major worik of the (Jonst:LtuL,:Lona'|
Committee,

Hernbers were verv active -in 1957,
rroducing a total of 2512 pnges, as
parad with 2325 pages in 1986, Oz of
the querteriy haLlJ ngs totalled 649
Pagesa Thers were 53 separste prbilca-
tions issusd du”lup the year, ans other
moterial, with nine fanzines naving ot
lenst one issne in every maeiling. Dual-
merbers Jzan and Andy Young were the ac-
tiviey leaders, being responsiktle for
21) pages published, closely followsd by
Lee and LarrJ Shaw, Ted White and G. 1l
Carr,

A event o f great importance in
this orgunination is the Annual Laureate

EPE=

_THE,_SCIENCE FICTION YEARBCCK

Awards, termed the "Egoboo Poll". Hon-

for 1957 went to Harry Vicrner for
best fiction, Jean amd Andy Yeung, hes
poetry, Wiliiam Rotsler, A r i, Roket‘*
bloch, humpr, and William Danner, cut
standing editor, Warner also copped JSt
place in mailing comments and articles,
and hies magazine, HORIZONS, wos Judged
the best PUbllC:tlbﬂn

Ted Wnite produced the largest sin-

gle issue of the year, a 52-page edition
of Stellar, and there were many examples
of Tine workmanship. A n unnsual item
was a 4S8-page FAPA MEMCRY BOOK, prodnced
by charter member ™ Dan McPhail with the
aid of Ron Parker, It featured many of
the original group that laurnched t h e
club, insluding founder Don Wollheim,
T=d Camell, Robery Lewndes, Bob® Madle,
Sam Hoszowitz, Michael Hosenblum, Jack
Sneer axl Jimmy Taurasi.  Artist Morris
Scery Lellens, who nad designed the FAPA
emblen, pictorially symbolized t h e
chanz23 that have cccurred during FAPA's
20 years, FResearch dinto the formative
yeors of the cleb was presented, detail-
irg rory facts and figures, as well as
rerrint s,

purs

i

nembers in 21 steotes,
the Distric of Cclumbia, Belgimm, Can-—
ala, hlgl nd, Japan, | Northerr: Ireland
an1 Scctland, with California having the
largest numbera

TAPA now has



FICTION

BY DONALD E.FORD

SLICK SCIENCE

dOOI‘e

ONAID E. FORD i s one SCIENCLE-FICTION TIMES

reporter that you might say ceme in the barck
Hz vrote us a letter in 1941 suggest-
ing that we activate a column
then numerous s-{ “#oms waleh
great mauy "gencral! mogazines, We
fine idea, and askod him to do the honors -~ which
he has been doing ever since.
been invited to do a special reoport for this YEAR-
BOOK, which we're sure you'!ll Ifind interesting,

, o 1repert on the
were appearing in a
thought it a

This yeor h e has

-tne editors

CIENCE FICTION IN THE SLICKS drop-

ped off in 1957. Not only that, in
- mry cases ybu  had to dig for it:
there wasn't a label on it any more,

Hollywood dropped the label I'sci-
ence-fiction" on their movies, and the
slick magazines followed,

As an example, I completely missed
"No Blade Of Grass" by John Christopher
in SATURDAY EVENING POST,

During 1957, the principal source
of s-f in the slicks was FLAYBOY, T h e
editor is aware of s-f, and sounds like
an old fan in his editorials, Bloch,
Bradbury and ‘Beaumont, have the inside
track with him, -Other authors have ap-
peared, of course, but h e gives these
three boosts in his editorials whenever
they appear,

TIME and LIFE are the two main mags
for articles of a s-f nature slanted to-
ward the general public, T h e carious

"mechonics'" mags also have articles, but
not so rmany as before. The Sunday Sup-
plenents often feature items of inter-
est, but few ever rise above the camics
level,

If on e can believe that the in-
crease in s-f titles is dwe to an expan—
sion of the field, then a paradox aris-
es, The movies considered that labeling
g movie "science-fiction"™ was the
kiss of death at the box office. Col~
lierts ran s-f quite often, and a few
years back had a sensdtional cover o f
New York being bombed, the Rhssians at-
tacliing us, etec, This caused repercus-
sions on their editorial staffj;Collier's
still continued s~f for a while (we had
the "Lomokome Papers" and others) and
them they stopped using s-f altogether;

Collgeris is dead, so is BLUEBOCK,
another source of many s-f stories (Nel-
son Bond used to have 6~-8 stories a year
in it.)

& B =
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Throughout most of 1957, secemed

to detent a n  attitude in the public'!s
mind ol Paaa+ ng s~ and flying sancers,
A zimil Fuda T well renember pre-~

valied
then,
s-T ree
to law

=;O-s. Not with nancers
;. but the same idea that
re screwballs and scrething
in the Fall of 1957,
unrelobed events took place “thatb
change the s8-f picture in 1058,
firct was +he smashing success of "Ihe
Curse cf Frankenstein", True, "it's a
horror picture, but in Hollywood, horror
and s-I pictures are often synonymous,
and I evypect "science-fictlion" to- came
back into their advertising due to event
No, 2, walch was the launching o f the
Ruseian space satellites,

two
ray
The

Hl.n VAT,

After that, s - £- didn't seem so
crazy after 211, In efforts to buck up
the morals, the amad farces relceesad

of their mJﬂ~.1e and SJ:(L-LbC

Every maguzine, newgparer and
Suncay Supplencnb had articles cn this
suhject i n icsue after issue, Satel=
lites, space ships, trips t6 the moon,
exc2pe veiocity, orbit; ete,,’are a 1 1
househcld words in the U, 8, This is
bound to have an Fmpeet on the magazine
field, The slicks will probably decide
it's no longer taboo t o label a story
Mscience~fhation",

As f-r having any effect on the
field, I fecl that the slicks offer only
an intangible thing, Few s-f stories in
the slicks are really better than what
appears in “the regular s-f mags. Most
are inferior, and have plots and ideas

mere news
projects,

that would be instantly rejected in the

regulars. Some of the writing is beiter
but not a s large a prscentage as one

S

migh* expect, I feel that'the greatest
service such stories in the slicks zen—
der is %o get occasional readers intexr-
ted enovgh in science-fiction to riove
them to buy a magazine devoted to it,

I Yook forward to seelng stcries ap-
pear in the slicks with themes from tlhe’
s-f megs of the '20!'s: rocket shics, &ice
Since T~V is surfieting the public witn
westerns, this would b e a natural to
feed the public in 1lieu of more of the
same, Also, theé general public hasn't
read such stories, and theyid be quite
new and aring to them,

+ I5%s hard to ‘confine this article
to th2 siizks alone, since I feel that
the movies, T-V, ard the slicks inter-
lo~t: in the senne that they all tend to
refiact the pihiie's moods, tastes and
desirzc, What cne o £ these media do,
ths o.hers usually imitcte,

Sc¢, in suming vp for 1957, s-f in
the ctiaks wee cn the mane, Several
pore folded and less ‘material was used
in the onee remaining, The trend is to-
wand more articles in proportion to fic-

tion, The inerease in s-f was noted in
the varicus men's mags, which i s the
main °0ere today.

or 1958, I predict a rise in s-f

in the sl*cks,and anticipate an increas-—
ing deluge of articles connected  with
the missile program, the defense pro=-

gram, and the advance planning of the
Air Force, which d o e s include space
snips.



LLIMOZASON WYS Ad

NOILI]

Wls

AN IS

Il gl

L

0 NOILOUY sl



o]

| ey

. RORECI RS

=
et
&

U
]
i

»

f o
= ™
—
—
-

- %

(Y Al MBSKOWITZ, the fan, ths author, the editor,

the scilence-fiction reseracher, OF all thit Sam
N is, a5 a reseracher he is the mast famous, [iis
wordersful series of vpure science-fictiion articies ncw
running in Sctellit= Science Fiction and being re-
printed in Caraell’s Science Fun.nsy a r ¢ about as
gocd as these articles can Le. loay of you will re-
member his excellent and most asksd for article,"Sci-
ence Fiction Market Survey 1956% din the first volume
of this seiies, Sam spents wary, Loo many, hours in
his reseracn for these articles, I t is a labor of
love for hime VWhile those publiched in pro mags are
paid for at the current rate, tiinh rate 1 s peanuhs
waen you consider the many hours spant looking over
nld yellowed magezines, books ard lstters, But Sam
loves it, It brings back '"a thin wisp of that Ysen-
se of Wonder" that science-fiction once had.

INTRODUCTORY EXPLANATICN

TVHOSE familiar with my article "How Science Fiction Got Its Name"which
J. ran in the February, 1957 issue ofTHE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE
FICTION and traced the evolution of the term "science fiction'" to the
man tho first coined it -- Hugo Germsback — may b e interested to know
that there was 2 second part to that article, Originally written as a set
of two articles itiled "The Origin Of T h e- Twmm 'Science Fiction®" and
"The Adoption Of The Term !Science Fictiont”, the cumlative length was
9,000  words, ' Therefore, while the first section was run virtually com=-
plete, only 1,000 words o 'f the second article was used, DBoucher sug—
gested that the unpublished portions could some day be run in some fan
mogazine, since they contained original reserchs T h e second article ,
which follows, is 4,50C words in length, 3,500 words which have never
previously been published, It traces the universal adéption of the term
"science fiction" since Gernsback first used it in 1929, O n e Thousand
words from the FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION publication thread through the
piece and have been left ‘in-place to maintain continuity, -SM

-BA -
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When Hugo Gernsback used the term
"science fcition" for the first time in
print in h i1 s editorial in the first,
June, 1929 number of SCIENCE WONUER ST-
ORIFS, i t was accompanied by no great
fanfare and promotion such as was ac~>
corded his coined word,"scientifictlion',
three years earlier, Since Gernsback
did not beat the drums for the gsneml
adoption of the term "science fictiea',
how and under what conditions d i d it
come to be-universally accepted?

First, "science fiction", (without
the hyphenj was used throughout all of
Gemsback!s &cicnce fiction magazines as
a matter of policy, At that time he had
had more such types: o f magazines than
any other publisher, following SCIENCE
WONDFR STORIES with AIR WONDER STORIES,
SCIENCE WONDER STORIES QUARTERLY,  SCI-
ENTIFIC DETECTIVE MONTHLY, in addition
to a group of booklets called SCIENCE
FICTION SERIES and an attempt at paeper
bound books known a s SCIENCE FICTICN
CLASSICS. ' '

In department heads, announcements,
flyers, readers columns, Dbook revicws
and editorials, all references to the
genre were standardigzed as '"science fic-
tion" with one exception, Apparently
there was a member of Gernsback!s promo=
tion staff who had not been fully indoc-
trinated, TResearch has not fully un-
masked the culprit, but i n the 'house
ads" which SCIENCE WONDER STORIES ran
for its-companion magazine AIR WONDER
STORIES, the term "scientific fiction"
was always used] Conversely, the house

ERM

ads run by AIR WONDER STORIES for SCIEN-
CE WONDER STORIES always used ™ the ap-
proved term, "science fddtion'}

‘Taventing new terms was all very
well, bLut dessemination and populariza-
tion of the term was in the final analy-
gis up teo the readers, What was their
line of thinking?

Trh2 most vocal and proselytizing of
the readers were the active letter writ-
ers and funs. Therafore, the appearance
of the first true science fiction fan
n2gazine in history,  THE PLANET,publish-
ed in Hew York, July, 1930 by The Scien-
ceprg could be expected to reflect their
sentiments, *

Alilen Glasser, editor of THE PLANET
used "science fiction"primarily through-
out his journal, with an occasicnal
lapse into "scientific fiction" din the
text of the articles, apparently under
the irmpression that it was grarmatically
more precise, Gernsback?!s old '"sclenti-
fiction" was sometimes wused and it was
not uncommon to have all thrce terms in-
corporated into the same article. T o
add to the confusion, "science fiction"
was at times hyphenated a n d at other
times not, Since "science fiction" was
the newest of all terms, its preference
in most references w a s of the uimost
significance,

Past children’continuelto live with=
Gemsback however, Farnsworth Wright,
editor and publisher of WEIRD TALES,con-
tracted to run a series of ads in Gems-
back's SCIENCE WONDER STORIES forefront-
ing the fact that he published good in-
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terplanstery yarms as we 1 1 as weird
steries, Then, 4s now, advartiseris copy
was sancrosarct, I I Gernsback noticed
the fact that the advertisement VEIRD
TALES r i n %he hpril, 1530 issue of
SCIENCT @NLF" STORIYS appo“led to read-
ers of tue "goient’Tiction type of stor-
ies", he chathed it cown as a belated
victory and a previous educational job
too well donel ?

For the record i n 1929, enother
magazine entered the field of tales of
space and times T h 1 s° was ASTCUNDING
STORIES OF SUFER SCIENCE, the first is-
sue of which was daged January, 1930,
Here was recorded the first major use of
the term "super science" as a title for
the genre, Would ASTCUNDING now attempt
to popularize it?

The fourth, April, 1930 issus o f
ASTOUNDING supplied the answer, 11 the
* first readers! coiwm in that mogezine
‘titled "Readers' Cormer'", Harry Iates,
ASTOUNDING!s initial editor and the man
who later went on to write the story up-

onwhich the motion picture "Thz Dav The
Earth Stood Still" was bésed, handed
Gernsback a quick decision, The werds

"science fiction" ware uséd ey01u51vely
" in his “introductorr notes}

But it was a pyrrhic victory, Vir-
tually every letter i n the "Readers!
Corner" also’ used Vscience fiction" in
their contaxt, Since most of the readers
in the other important peridoicai of the

type, Gemsback's fermer AMAZING STIORIES

were still using R2ecientifictioa", only
one conslusion could b e drawn, Vhile
ASTOUNDING STORIES was the first non-
Gemsback magazine to adopt ¢t h e tem
"science fiction", it also adopted a
good many of Gemsback'!s readers}

AMAZING STCRIES, which since Gerns- -

back'!s departure had shown, under the
guidance off ibs anclent; white-bearded
editor T.'O'COmner Slcu.nn a tendency to
swing away frim the term bhut had beeome
synonymoid with it,"scientdfiction", to-
wards "scientific fiction™®, continued
this trend, A new column, "In the Realm
Of Books", handled ‘by the late science
fiction collector C. A, Brandt, carried
the sub-title, "Mostly Scicentific® Fic-
tion",which began in the September, 1929
issue of AMAZING STCRIES,.

Though ‘"scientifiction" still ap=
peared on the spine of AMAZING STORIES,

THE SCIENCE FICTICON YRARBOCK

in blurbs to a few of the stories and on
the editorial page where AMAZIWG STCRIES
still referred to itself as "The laga-
zine of Scientifiction", decided move-
ment away from its use was clearly evi-
dert, A full page advertisement ran in
the September, 1929 issue of that maga-
zine offering six issues for $1.,00, sub~
titled the publication ~"the legazine of
Scientific Fiction',

In t h e readers columns, letters
continuaed-to refer-to the genre as '"sci-
entifiction", It is possible that other
tems were re-edited to read that way,
biit this is to be doubted for two pri-
mary reasons, First, AMAZING was al-
reacdy pulling away froam the editerial
use of the term itself, Sccondary, the
first time "science fiction" was used in
the pages of AMAZTNG STORIES was by edi-
tor Slcane himself in the heading to a
ler*t 2y in the Discussions column on page
56k 0f the Septemher, 1930 issue. This
innovinion was repeated in  the heading
of anothier letter from amthor R. T, |,
Starzi in the following number, with the
slicht differenbe that this time t he
term was hyvhenated}  The November num=
ber of AMAZIMG STCRIES found the ex)res-
sion in the context of a readers letter,
Frem vhat point forth, its appearance in
the reuders columns of AMAZING STORIES
berame increasingly frequent,

Though the depression and the con-
servatism of its editor, Sloane had put
AMAZTNG STORIES into a steady decline,
together with its companion AMAZING ST=-
CRIES QUARTERLY, they still represented
the ranking publications in the field.
Partially because they were the first of
all science fiction magazines and par-
tially because the maljority of leading
writers ‘o f the day cortinucd to write
for thems, Therefore, their adoption of
the term "science fiction" was of con-
siderable conscquence,

This precess, however, was a grad-
ual one. The July, 1930 issue saw them
add the sub title "Scientific Fiction"
next to AMAZING STORIES on the contents
page., 0ddly enough, the editorial page
which faced it still bore t h e legend

"The Magazine Of Scientifiction", The
August, 1930 number saw the words "And
Other Scientific Fictien" tacked onto
the "I Our Next Issue" department on

the contents page,which announced forth-
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coming stories, 2

Throughout 1930 and 1931, the terms

"deientific fiction"and "Scientifiction "
were used indiscriminately on the cover
and in story blurbs, Then abruptly, th-
ere was a breach in the dike, For the
blurb of the story "The Stone From The
Green Star" b y Jack Williamson in the
September, 1931 issue, Sloane ulsiesd
"science fiction"" for the first time in
any story heading, In addition, the an-
nounced stories "In Our Next Issue" end-
ed with 't h e 1line: "And Other Science
Fiction", This reverted to "And Other
Scientific Fiction" again Wwith the next
number, but only temporarily, VWith the
February, 1932 issue i t swung back to
"And Other Science Fiction" and remained
that way, :

The September, 1231 AMAZING STORIES
used "Science fiction" on its cover for
the very first time as did the Fall-ifin-
ter, 1932° editicn o £ AMAZING STCRIES
QUARTERLY,

The book review department "In The
Realm Of Books" jettiscned the sub-titble
"And Other Scientiiic Fiction" for good
with the February, 1932 number of AMAZ~
ING STORIES,

" The really major change came when

the November, 1932 editorial page o f
AMAZING STORIES bore the sub-title "The
Magazine Of Science Fiction" in place of
"The Magazine Of Scientifiction', which
it had carried’ since its introductor y
number in 19263  Oddly enough, the con-
tents page which sometimes faced the ed-
itorial page, still carried the words
#Scientific Fiction" beneath the title
of the magazine,

"Scientifiction" was used on the
spine of the magazine for the last time
the next month, T h i s upset another
tradition, since it had shared the lime=-
light with the magazine'!s title in that
spot since the third issue,

With its January, 1933 number, A—
MAZING STORIES instigated a series of
symboli¢ and impressionistic ccvers by
Sigmond, Some modern editors of science
fiction could have saved themselves a
lot of grief if they could have communed
with the spirit o f T. O!'Connor Sloane
and found out what happens to a science
fiction magasinet's circulation when it
pitts abstract art on the cover too many
isswes in a row, T o balance the new,
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natty Fitle logo, the words "Scientific
Fiction'" were carried on the cover in
very large letters, The March, 1933 is-
sue, however, found the artist intune
with the times and "Science Fiction" was
substituted for the duration of the dis-
asterous exreriment of "futuristic art
for a futuristic magazine',

Dr. Sloane finally got around t o
the sub-title on the contents page with
the May, 1933 issue, changing that t o
"Science Fictien", and then'lived happi-
ly with the term ever after,

WEIRD TALES, however, had its own
problems, Circulationwise the magazine
was in danger o f becoming ghostly as
some of it s storiess It needed new
readers desperately and the only con-
ceiveble source were the science fiction
magazires, Fearful o f factionalism,
Wright hed through the years, clung ten-<
ac’~us.y to his own rhetorical invention,
"waizriscienvific",to describe his taste
to descrive his tales o f galactie ex=
plorations and fiture inventions,  Now,
wit':s every other science fiction maga—

mine using "science fiction", he reali-
zel that while the term "weird-scientif-
ic! mignt be clsop to his more mystical
minded readers, it was frightening off
would-he scierce fiction purchasers.

When ARGOSY turned down Otis Adel-
bert Kline's "Buccaneers Of Venus"  be-
cause Ldgar Rice Burroughs had submitted
"Pirates Of Venus" to them, Farnsworth
Wright was offered a chance at the st-
ory. Kline had become onc of the hottest
literary properties in the country by-
expertly 1m1tat1ng the style o f Edgar
Rice Burroughs in "The Planet Of Per:il"
and "The Prince Of Peril%, Angered by-
the imitation, Burpoughs wrbte a Venus
story of his own, with unhappy conse~
quences for Kline,

A contributor to WEIRD TALES since
its first, March, 1923 number, where he
had "The Thing O £ A Thoudand Shapes",
Kline was partial to Wright. T o WSIRD
TALES "Buccaneers Of Venus'" was the lure
needed to attract thousands of science
fiction readers, but in order to attract
then, Klinets story h a d to be called
"science fiction", -Breaking precedent,
Wright did just that,announcing "Buccan-
eers Of Venus" in a ludicrous face-sav-
ing bit o f double talk on Page 573 of
the October, 1932 issue as "A stupendous



weird—Sﬂientijigﬁstory b y a master of
£ci ﬂnﬂﬁ*;t“;x 1"s This appears to be the
eariiess ff.flql use o f the Yscience
fiction" term’ in America's oldest fan-
tasy megazins,

Trelrdedcientific!" was subseguently
used in LIRD TALES but it was as though
Fransworth Widght h a 4 tacitly agreed
that the-genie was known a s 'science
fiction", but he reserved the right to
call it something else if the spirit so
moved him,

Fernsworth Wright left WEIRD TALES=-

in 1939 and died a short time later as
the result of an experimental brain cp-
eration which he had agreed t o in the
forlorn hope of correcting his worscening
palsy condition d u e to Parkinsonls
Disease, :

After his departure, the term
"weird-scientific? was ccompleteiy dis-
cardsd Dy WEIRD TALES,excepi £or a 2vuse
ad which had been runriang for over 37~
teen years offering the bonk The Bom
Doom by A. G. Birch, as a subsciipticn
preciume

Clayton Pwhllcatlons. publishers of

ASTOUNDING STORTES, fovndered esar~ly in
1923 and ASTOUNDING STCRILES, along with

several other titles were purchassd and
revived by Strect and Smith later t h e
same year, As & leading publisher, ade-
quarely financed, Street and Smith could
have pionee:ied a rew tLerm and possibly
made 1t stick., However, F, Oriin Tre=
maine, new editor of ASTCUNDING STCRIES;
decided to stick with "science-~fiction",
using it-in November 1933 issue of that
magazine, -and continuing t o wuse it in
hyphonsted form for the entire time he
remained. editor.

Though the term "science fictlon"
obtained recognition i n , the field, no
magazine carried it as the title or as
part of the title of the publication.

The first publicationsto break the«
precedent were not professional journals
but semi-professional efforts published
by the fans of science fiction themselv-
es, )
Among those fans were Jerry Siegal
and Joe Shuster, who were to rise from
their initial humble efforts to become
the author and artist, and coincident~
ally, the ereafors:. 6 £ the comic-strip
character "Supeman"}. They. published
out of Cleveland, a mimeographed fiction

_THE_SCIENCE FICTION_YEARBOOK
nagazine titled pure and simply  SCTEDN-
0 FICTION, The OGctober, 1972 date of
t he first issue (the magazine lasted
five numbers) lost them the distinction
of -being the first publication to use
"science fiction" i n  the title by one
month. That honor acrues to the SCINNCE
FICTICY DIGEST, a printed, monthly comb-
ination science fiction fan magazine and
trade journal, -whose first issue wa s
dated September, 1932,

As an additional bit of irony, two
of the original publishers o f SCIENCE
FICTICN DIGEST, Julius Schwartz and Mort
Weisinger now edit the Superman comic
group. vhile its originators, Siegal and
Shuster, no longer have any connection
with it,

Long years were to pass before sci-
ence rictien publishers were to dispense
with t h o idea that to call a spade a

sp272 micht froghten o £ £ prospective
readene, Eventuvaily, ASTOUNDING STORIES
with “ohn W, Carpoell, Jr, in editorial

cont?olj changed its title to ASTOUNDING .
SCINNUE-FICTTON with 1 4 s March, 1938
nuier '“d tecame the Ifirst newsstand
puoidcetion to use "science-fiction! in
its titiv, Ths hyohen was kept in tthe
logo urtil. November, 1946 when i t was
uncevcronionsly dropped, :

Cne year later, Blue Ribbon Maga-
zines rang 1w p arother "first!" by Pub-

lishing the initial newsstand mnagazine
cailed siiply SCIENCE FICTICON, That in-
itial number dated March, 1939. Though

theres was a long hiatus durlng and after
Wibrld War IT, publication was resumed-
uncer the slightly altered title SCIENCE
FICTION STCRIES,

It is far from unlikely that Blue
Ribbon's brazen use o f the naked term
"science fiction", as the full title for
their entry into the realm of fantastic
literature m a y have been inspitred by
Hugo Gernsback., Louis Silberkleit, pub-
lisher of Blue Ribbon was a friend of
Gernsback, The first issue cf SCIENCE
FICTION carried a "full-nage guest edi-
torial by Gernsback, Even though Gerns-
back had left the science fiction field
when he sold WCNDER STORIES to Standard
Magazines in 1936, he had been extremely
reticent about maklng any publlc state-
ments up to this time,

To add credence to the possibility
that Gernsback may have influenced Sil=
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berkliet to make bold use of the SCIENCE
FiCTION title was the fact that Charles
D. Hornig, youghful editor who had work-
ed under Gernsback on WONDER STORIES,was
emplcyed to handle the publicaticn, pos-
sibly upon recommendation of his former
boss. A s a dyed-in-the~wool science
fiction fan and thoroughly - sold user of
the term "science fiction", Hornig would
have been all in favor of the idea,

Today '"science fiction" is so com-
monly used as part of the title of sci-
ence fiction periodicals, that when Blue
Ribbon magazines, now Columbia Publica-
tions, revived the magazine title SCIIN-
CE FICTION, and put a blurb on top of
the cover "The Original", active science
fiction fans as well as casual readers
referred to the magazine as-"The Origin-
al Science Fiction Stories", believing
that this meant-no reprints, It coue as
a shock to many, when they awake % the
realization, t h a t the line sctualliy
meant was that it was the firsy funtasy
periodical to be titled simply "SCLINCE
FICTIC"! s

We have learned, then, of how "sci-
ence fiction", as the term of an entire
genre of literature came to be accented
by the market most integrazlly concemed
with ite B ut what of the non-science
fiction mediuns? How were they influ-
enced to use it?

Primaiy credit for this next step
of incoctrination belongs to the writcrs
magazines such as TiHZ AUTHOR & JOURNAL~
IST, WRITER'S DIGEST, THE WRITER, etc,
Editors, publishing in the tradition of
Verne and Wells, called their medium
"science fiction™ when sending editorial
requirements to the writers migazines,
They were published as received, That
is the way the entire publishing field
learned to refer to6 this new branch of
magazine publishing,

A typical early use of "science fic-
tion" in an article outside of the sci-
ence fiction field was Allen Glasser's
"The Wane of Science Fiction", wh i ch
appeared in t h e June, 1933 number of
THE AUTHCR & JOURNALIST, and written at
a time when the depression almost swamp-
ed the science fiction periodical field,

The same number carried an article
b y famed science fiction writer Ralph
Milne Farley (pen name for Roger Sherrmn
Hoar, fomer United Stated senator),

which used the word "science fiction" in
its context,

To lend an old-homc-week atmosphere
Willard E, Hawkins, editor of THE AUTHR
& JOURNALIST WAS A FCLLOWFR OF THE CGENiZ,
having written science fiction himsel#,

Even earlier was the Jan-Feb,, 1733
issue of an amateur printed publicat’ on
dealing with dime novels and othei nos-
talgic literature- published by Halph P,
Smith of Lawrence, Mass,, called FAPPY
HOURS MAGAZINE, That little periodi-al
featured an article in that number titi-
ed "Science Fiction in the Dime Novel s,

Acceptance of the term, even publi-
caticn of any quantity of science fic-
tion material w a s nuch-slower in the
book world.,  Pocket Bocks, Inc., brolké
the ice -when they peimitted Donelid £,
Wcliheim, a former editor and writer of
scirvice fiction. to talk them into puh-
lislyng "7 PCCKET BOOK OF SCIENCE FiC=-
TION i 17434 %

£ siriiar welcemz in the canons of
hard-covcr beok publishing had to wait
unvi: after *he war, when Crown issued
TEE PEOY IN SCIENCE FICTION edited b y.
Groilf Conkiin, a real estate expert who
took to science Tiction as an avocatinia
The words "Science Fiction" had not dis-
covernbiy been used in a hard cover bonk
bcfore that time, 1946}

Tne virility of the term "science
fictioca" 1s no better illustrated thun
in the mamner in which it has taken hold
in foreign nations.In England, Scotlend,
Canada and Australia, "science fiction"
is quite frequently part of the title of
fantasy magazines, T h e expression is
equally popular in France where one piio-
lication was titled simply SCIENCE FIC-
TI6N MAGAZINE and where FICTICN contin-
ues to spread the gospel by drawing for
the main part from THE MAGAZINT OF FAN~
TASY AND SCIENCE FICTION for its content,
That "science fiction" will remain the
arrroved designation of space literature
in France seems to have been assured by
the publication i n recent months of 2
magazine titled SATELLITE SCIENCE FiC-
TION, b ut bearing no kinship toits
American namesake,

The ill-fated Dutch magazine PLANZET
ran the subtitle "science fiction" a §
still does the Swedish periodical HAFNAS
The German usage of "Utopische Romane
(Utopian novels) t o describe tales of



space and time has bowed to science fic-
tion, largely due to the missionary work
of tlee fan groves of that country,

There cecms no questicn tnet '"sci-
ence fiction" is tcday the approved nanme
of tales of srace and time all over the
world, ’

The 6ther terms died slowly.
died hard, Eit they died,

Fhil Strong, abthor of State Faix
edited a mixed collection of weird, fan-
tasy and science fiction tales which ap-
peared in hard covers in 1941 under the
title of The Other Worlds, In his vol-
uminous noves preceding the stories, he
used "scientifiction" throughout i n
quotes, 3

- Walter Gillings, A British enthusi-
ast, produced a near professional fan
magazine titled SCIENTIFICTION,The Brit-
ish Fantasy Roview which was laurched In
Jaruacy, 1937 and ron for seven issues,

After nurchasing VICNDER STMIHS frenm
Gernsback,Staniard Magazines chaagad its
title t o THEILLING WONDER S1ORING and
slanted towards a younger group ci ‘ead-

They

ers, This policy bore fruit so thzt In
time THRILLING WCNDER STORIES begai ST=

ARTLING STCRIES, which in its first is-
sue, doted January, 1929, ran on its
spine thé slogan: "The Best In Scienti-
fiction", This it continued tc co yp
until January, 1953, when trimming the
pulp edges nccessitated redesigning the
publication and the slogan was dropged,

That mar’ced the end of the promi=
nent usage of "scientifiction"anywheres,
except feor a technicality.,  An abbrevi-
ation of "scicritifiction" had been de-
vised which ecaieved widespread usage --
it was "3T7M .~ (pronounced stef), The
peak of its prominence w a s marked in
1940 and 19/1 when F., Orlin Tremaine,
then editing CCMET magazine, sprinkled
the term liberally throughout™ the maga-
zine, both cever and interior, It has
remained in c2clining usage among scien=-
ce fiction lovers until today,

Howsver, the abbreviation of scien-
ce fiction,"SF", is beginning to maké
inroads and may eventually supplant it.
This trend received tremendous  impetus
when Dell Publications brought out dur-
ing the first half of 1956, The first of
an annual scries of paper backed anthol-
ogies of the best science fiction of the
past year edited by Judith Merrill,titl-
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ed simply SF. Beginning in 1955 England
saw the publication o £ the fivst of a
number of hard-cover anthologies enti®l-
ed "sf" (lower case),

“Super Science” as an appellation
for science fiction was never a strong
contender as '"the" tem, Howzver, L t
has established itseif a s & permanent
reference for the mire fen~-fetched forms
of "space opera' dealing with movements
of entire solar system and disruptions
on a galactic scale in'the grand tradi-
tion of Edward E. Smith., A brief period
of prominence was inaugerated when Popu-
lar Publications, fetching about for new
titles during a boom in science fiction,
turmed out. SUPER SCIENCE STORIES for a
nunter of years under the editorshipd
Frederik Pokl. starting with the March
1940 rurher,  Tnday Crestwood publishes
SUPER CTINCE FICTI N,

' Pauiaceience stories, a term which
can e tiraced back no further than Wila
licms ond Wilkins; ¥altimore publishers,
who i the jacket blurb of John Taine's
novel 3elore The Dawn, published in 1934
reiemrad £a tihal, work as a work of "Fane
taccrience",

T e ecience fiction fans used it
frequently such a s in the heading of
feature columns entitled  "Fantascience
Filmatt?, in the fan magazine INAGINA-
TIM! end as the title of another promin-
ent, science fiction fan mazazine, FANTA-
SCIENCE DIGEST, which expired in 191,
Its publisher, Robert A. Madle, currente=
ly writes "Inside Science rfiction", the
popular column appearing in SCILNCE FIC-
TION STORIES. .

The term "scientific Fiction", like
an old soldier, merely feded away, until
today, its user as well as ths lLerm as-
sume an antiquarian aspect,

If there is anything left to argue
about it is probably whether  sciencé
fiction should be joined with a hypkan,
VWhen Hugo Gernsback reentered the sci-
ence fiction field briefiy with SCIENCE-
FICTION PLUS in 1953, the hyphcn was de-
liberaterly inserted in '"science-fiction!
everywhere in the ‘'magazine to extablish
a different style, Production costs on
this slick paper experiment with five-~
color covers and "'n o ads sank it after
only seven issues, so whether or not it
would have caught on is a matter of con=
jecture, A s recently as its May 12,



1956 avmber, . SATURDAY REVIEW ims still
hyphenating "science-fiction", -

For better o r for vorse, vwhether
one likes it or not, accounts o f high
interpianctary adventure, jaunts into
the future or past, visits to cther di-

mensions o r the acquisition of super-
human physical and mental ‘powers a r e
tales of "science fiction", In the foras-
seeable futuré, no other term is lilm:ly
to replace it,

THE END
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of fans
is th=
fantasy fic
anchors, artishs,
most-imown fans and unkacwn

get to and teke part in.

aided both

FT1HE BIGGEST EVENT of cscience-fictinon fandom each year isthe -
World Scicnce Fiction Conventicn,
from 211 cv=r the worll
shwpeece of eniencé~Tiction and its allied fields;
tion % weird fiction,
and rnbiishers mix with well-newn fans, al-
fans,
eratuve and have cne happy, happy time.
thess gatherings, pay for them and I~rect thenm,
cne event sach year that all who foilow L,lence/fantasy try to

In -097 London Erziand was the host eity,
the Vorld Conventions hive ileft North Awerica,
we 11-knoim avthor Jchn Victor Petersm

Science -1 chtlan 1 Times and sent in tic hopponings via  Air Let-
€rs, His mport was most enjoyatle and informative, This was
Paterson's first job as a reporter, altho i n the past he had

“an+§si_N°ws aml Science-riction Times

,  This fabulous gatherin
tmostly U,S. in reality

a% tizae gatherings edltors,

pe=e all diseuss their lot-
The Ians actually run
They are the

the first time
For that year

acted a 3 reporter for

in numerous

wa;s, Ve

think you'il enjoy this cwmentary of the 1957 World
Science riction Convention -— THE LONDONCON,

~the editors

(Reprinted from Science-Fiction Times, Second September 1957 issue, #279)

THE FIRST DAY

LONDON. 6 September, 1957, (CNS) - A pre-
convention press conference was called in
the bar at 7:30 P.M, by Chairman Ted Car=
nell, In readying myself to go, I had the
radio on in my rocm and heard the taped
interview heid with John W, Campbell,Jr,,
(Guest cf Honor et this Conwvention) upon
his arrival at London Airpcrt., The inter~
view was prefaced with news of the fact
that the 25th World Science Fiction Con-
vention w a s being held at the King's

Court Hotel, etc, It +ook about 5 - 8
minutes of BBC airtime, The meat of it~
being that Campbell felt that reaching
the moon was strictly a matter of econ-
omics and that given the fimds, we could
reach the moon within 2/ months,

A t the press conference, Ted gave
the floor to Dave Kyle who rresented Ar-
thur C. Clarke’ with 1last yearis trophy
for "The Star", Ted then intrcduced John
W, Campbell, Jr, who said but little then
John Brunner then took over and answered
various questions from the press regard-

=D
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ing the program, JWCjr advised the press
that i t would be strictly an informal
session as in a regular scientific meet=
ing with people -meeting face - to--face,
person~to-person, discussing the things
with which they are perscnally conzemed
-- not something y o u caan progran., He
said "we have no message". He went on to
X2y that there are no journals of specu-
lation ~ of speculative thinking - o f
disciplined imagination - and that the
s-T mags come closest to that, Ted men-
tioned some of the more notable s=f auth-
ors present such as John Wyndham, Arthur
C. Clarke and John Christopher. The press
asked what is the average circulation of
s-f magazines, Ted Carnell said he sells-
about 20,000 copies p e r issue, JWJjr
says he sells about 95,000 per issue and

that his recent poll showed that each
issue is read by 1.9 persons, The press
then asked where all the ideas for s-f

stories come fram and JVCjr s&id that he
has frequently fiven a single idea to six
different authors and received six en-
tirely different stories. Ted then men-
tioned that s-f writing requires a cer-
tain background knowledge and a definite
technique -- all of which calls for auth-
ors in a specialty. Then the press asked
if s-f authors used their own names and a
discussion resulted during which JWCjr
mentioned Heinlein's departure from his
"future history" with the Anson MacDonald
yarns, He also mentioned the two-headed
Robert Randall (saying one head - Silver-
berg - was here), Further that Will F,
Jenkins periodically writes s-f under the

#

name of Murray Leinster (inciden*ally;
we're in Leinster Gardens), Fine L'y,
JWCj» mentioned that John R, Pierce writ-
es s~% under his own name but articles
wides the name o £ J. J. Coupling (be-
ceuse Belil would not take kindly tc kis
nublishing of extrapolated science unrier
his crn reme), Then t h e press asked:
What is Psicnics? Campbell menti-mned
Rhine and "pei" a n 4 said that he had
ttruck on the "-cnics', JWCjr said ifhat
psinnizs is the science of phenomera “or
whicn there is n o explanetion aul uliat
the old rame "magic" is the closest core-
laticn. He went on to say that s-f is by
anc Ior amateurs. He said his own hohby
is s~f and that he makes his 1livirg by
it, He said that a n amateur speni 20
years on a curious peoblem and charised it
off to entertainmemnt,not losing a niciie,
while a vommerical outfit can't afiord t
do that. T h e press asked what is the
usual membership of a convention, UDave
Hyle said that last year's (1956) ias a-
round 1,200, with over 800 attending- The
press asked how the word got arouni about
the conventions., Brunner explained about
fan mags and clubs, The press inquirad
as to whether any authors otherwise prom-
inent wrote s®f and Arthur C. Clarice said
that almost every well-known writcr has
penned at least one s-f yarn. Carphell
said that flying saucers are no ionger
used as a story basis and went on about
Ike Asimov's '"duck',

Then the Firsf Session began at 9:00
P.M. as programmed, JWCJir was intrcduced,
He said he has to be a professional prop-

- 13 -
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hed since he buys s 1 x months ahead of
pablication. &ajd ha's taken no psrt in
Conventions bzczuze of his position and
because he cow'd rot be ablie hardle
the details and feels the fans co it well
enough. Tave K7l.e camz o n &a-d said he
felt he hed ro right to lock back and in-
treduced ‘America’s fan repres matlv cp
Bob Madie, giving backgro'm:l since 1935,
Bob briefiy gave his thanks, says hels
here five days and feeis hets already
covered a full convention, Ted wound up
with a tale cf how he went out to London
Airport on a motecrcycle t o get John W,
Campbell, Jr,

"Adjournment 9:30 P,M. (and t o the
Bar).

to

THE SECOND DAY

-

EONDON, 7 September; 1957, (CNS) The
Convention Luncheon, scheduled  for 1:00
P.M, did not hegin until 2:C0 F.M. dus to
delay and corfusion 1n seating the atten-
dees, Had the tavles borns numsers and
the atterdees been issued cards wath tobe
le and scat numbas, ths whele proceednre
would have besr. cxpadibted, At <:00 T.M,
Peter Wast tecok a picture of the assem~
blage, I nust mention here thet the main
hall is about 100 to 120 #£7¢t long by 25
to 20 feet wide, At

began, Seated a't +the main table wesre
David & kr*i. Xyla, Reherta Wild,  Asthur
C. Clarke, Fcses Campbell, Joho Vhmcham,
John W, Campeccil, dr-; Ted Carnaii, John
Chrlstophw , febart 4, Macle, FRory Faul=-
kner and Forrent O Ackemran. T hoe meal
priced at 13,6 {$1.5C) consisted of Can-
teloupe helum, Chic! 'cn Soup, Heast Duck
with Orange Sauce., Roast New Potatoes,
Green Fees,anl S" ed fruit. The "eating"

began at 3:C0 D.ul

Ted Cexn-l11 then dintreduced John
Wyndham, Commiitee Presidant,who proposed
a toast to Her lajesty Tue Quzen, then
John said, *“o gales of laurhter, "Now You
may smekoli

Sheirtly thereafter Ted read a“cable
from Eari and Laney Yemp of Chicago, ex~
pressing their regret - at not being able
to attend, There was then a 15 minutes
gap during which individual conversations
were held, - i

At 3:40 P.M., Ted introduced Arthur
C, Clarke, the Guest of Honor at-the 1lith
World Science Fiction Convention, w h oy

——— e — e e e e e e e e e e e

w: (5 the Ianeheon art had written "Twiligh'"
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with due
addresszd the asserblzge
iags", Arthur said he was here by mis-
calculation, having expected t o arrive
after the ceremonies had been begun and
thus avoid any "work" in connection with
the prerarations, He went on to say that
he was pleased a s last year'!s Guest to
propose this year®s To him last yearts
convention seemed not A year past but
either 5 minutes or 5 yearz, He stated
that he felt he could introduce John
Campbell much better

apolofies tm Poil Anderson,
as "Gentle Be~

than any other s
since he doesn't rely on John for income,
being less emotionally “attached than Is-
aac Asimcv, for example, H e said that
John publishes more good s -f than any o-
ther magazine and thxt his irfluence on
the ficid is encmmous.  Stated that John
dii fors tramendeusly from Hugo Gernsback,
Germeback being a ter'hnnloglsu with John
beizz & scientist (no%t a gﬂagot m&n ).

Said that Jehn was the first s-f writer
tn daizve in t o quantom ph;rsics. Said
furtier that John Camnrhell and Edgar Rice

Burrsughs arve at orpnsite pcles, Clarke
said he still *‘em“*oﬂrs Lhe names of che-

arasners in coknis stories (quoted some)
and :2:d ke cdoesn’t rem:srmcer the names of
cherasiars in nis own yams, Clarke said
that Jehn in his aiter «gs Cf Ton. A.Stu-
and  "Night "
whizh pad inspired his(Zlavke’s) "Against
The 71l Of Might!, Clarks said that his
first d=alings with John had Leen when he
Clarks, was a Flight Iicuicrant on a ra-
dar station & miles fron  Stratford-on-
Avori., H e had sert a storvy Lo John and
received a request fro1 Streeb & Smith
for a certified zopy o £ signature for
their files. H e teox a cycle and went
straigh* down the main ruawry of the air-
field, heading £ o » oSuraifon-d where he
went to the Cormissione- ~ £ Caths and
swore, certifying that Clarke was Clarke,
The story was "fescue Pariy", H e “then
proposed a Loast to John W, Carpbell, Jr,

Ted Carrell then introdaced John,

Jchn said that the docunent which
Street & Smith had reguired was t o the
effect that t h e stoiy was an original
composition freeing S&S in the event that
the story had been plagiarized. He men-
tioned that not too long ago a New York
book publisher had put out a detective
novel and sent ih to Anthony Boucher for
review just before the book was to be re-~


proceedu.ro

leased, Boucher recognized it as a com-
plete steal,
Jchn went on to say that an editor

can help apthors quite a bit. 4in editor
has a unique opportunity to study how not
to write a story., He stressed the impcr-
tance of the power of negative thinking,
Said he has'read at 1least 200,000 lousy
manuscripts, many from well-known writers
wnich,if published, would have been sheer
humor but deadly to the authors, He said
that the main fault "with many writers is
lack of organization, and the nessage is
no good if the story is not entertaining,
He said that many dozen of fans continue
to write asking for a revival of Unknown
with great intensity of interest. But,
unfortunately, the number o f people vio
bought Unknovn were not enough to make it
an economic success, It woulid, therefore
be futile to consider rev Lving it. Said
Horace Gold thought he had found the iflaw
that made Unknown an economic failurs ard
had breught out ﬁcyond only t o hawe it
fail. John said that s~f cannct be de-
fined o n the basis of what it has been
because then it isnvt, H e touched upon
many things such as t h e fact that ris
present great interest i1m philosophyv;that
rocketry and atomics were okay for s--f in
1940 but not in 19507 T h at mankind’s
greatest need is not for more rphysical
powers but how to integrate the achieve-
ments he has made, He said that you can't
build the fifth fioor of t h e building
without beams fn the first floor. H e
said that social sciences require a dis-
chpline, noting that physical séiences
have a - *igid-non-human discipline, S&i~
entists must move into social sciences,

John said that Astounding is the in-
teraction of many minds, not his alone,
Fe considers his office a ¢ a clearing
house where many people's ideas are pass-
ed around, He feels that it has turned
out quite successfully and hopes to con-
tinue.

Arthur C, Clarke then called on Bob
Madle t o propose the next toast, Bob
went back to the very first convention,
mentioning that there had been 16 kids
present and that Donald A, Wollheim had
named it the First Science Fiction Con-
vertion. I t was decided to hold the
First World Convention three years later,
That and all conventions since untill
this one have been primarily U, S, Con-

‘ventions, "this being the 1lst truly World
Convention, Bob then proposed a toast to

that ccrmittee,

Ted then introduced John K. H, Brun—
ner who told about how David A. Kyle had
introduced the British fans to the €iffi-
culties of putting on last year!s Conven-
tion to the British Committee last Easter
at Kettering., Brunner said please don't
waste time telling the committee how much
you appreciate what they have done and
are doing but to get on enjoying the Con-
vention.

Ted introduced Forrest J Ackerman who
proposed a toast to absent friends, Forry
started by mentioning H., G. Wells and
Olaf Stapledon; then mentioned Eric Frank
Russell. Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brack-
ett, Robert Bloch,lsaac Asimov, Bob Tuck-
er, Tony Boucher and others.

Lainer Bisfhld,, a 16 year oldfan
frow rermany, was then introduced. Rain-
er sprke very precise English, stating-
that theie was a very strong science-fic-
ticen club in Germany, consisting of ap-
proxipatcly 1,000 fans, He brought forth
a gaws of Laughter when he said "You know
Geimuns Jike to be organized". He says
that yoqtli is the main element in German
fandor, that they are treating s-f seri-
ously. feeling it the best means of world-
wide undersitanding. The German S-F Con-
vention is being held next week at Ham-
burg, H e said that Forrie Ackerman is
going and invited all to come who might
wish to do so. He ended by saying that
he "wisnes all t o be our friends as we
are yours',

Ted then c¢alled upon Lars Helander
of Sweden; Lars, a good looking blond
bey of 18,said that he was the only Swed-
ish fan present, He expressed regret at
the absence of others, Said he was not
the official representative o f Swédish

fandom, Said that the Convention is much
in the news i n s-f fandom circles in
Sweden. '

Then Ted called upon Sam Moskowitz,
Sam said that he was pleased and surpris-
ed to find eight of those who atterdded
t he First World S~F-Con were present,
namely: Robert A, Madle, John W, Campbell
Jr., Harry Harrison, David A, Kyle, Forr-
est J Ackerman, Oswald Train, John Victor
Peterson and himseld (Sam). He reviewed
the costs o f the lst Con, stating that
the banquet had been $1.00 a plate, which
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many had considered to be "highway rob-
bery", -Said that 32 h a d attrﬂdnd the
banquet, 25 being paid with Guesit of Hon~
or Frank R. Faul a nd with 2 deadbeats
(unlmown), Said that 200 persons had at-
tendsd, He said that at that Flrst Worid
Convention,  three persons had caone Ffrom
LA by trein, nsmely: TFerrest J Ackerimn,
Myrtle Dcuglas and Ray Douglas Dradoury,
He said that the 1lst Con had cost about
$236.00 while t h e 1iLth has cost over
$7,000,00,

Ted then introduced Pete Daniels from
Lancashire, England, Pete said he doesn't
like to s a y "Mr, Chairman, Ladies and
Gentlemen' since thé Chairman just has to
be one or the other, He discussed in a
very humorous vein what troubles he had
encounted seeking advice a s to what %3
say at the Convention; then said., "It's
neariy time for tea, and, with =ail due
respects, Mam, let joy be uvncend 1n“q

Ted then r=ad a telecsram »ocr inq
that iliness pravented ine a*tencdr*ﬂ o
Peter Hamilton cor Nehwla Sejenze Fiction,

ST TN

The Luncheon then ended ané t.ie L0
and ITV came into> the hotel ang Hyt o
television caneras, The Lanchcen ended
at 4:35 P.M,

Adjournment then until the Evening
Session,

During the Luncheon an announcement
was made that both BEC and ITV would take
movies of © h e main celehmtias ana of
those who wculd be CCFdLmbd for the ball,
At about 6:00 P,M. BRC set up i*ts camsra
and flcodlights in +tne lounge and began
shecoting, ITV came in at abcut 8:00 P.l.,
made films for abcut an hour a'nd then
left, BBC stayed on all night, finally
stopped at, 6:00 AM.{ The continued work
of BBC hampered the conventioa proceed-
ings to a considerable exten* since their
work went on in the lounge and the Con
activities were bzing conducted i n the
Main Kail, Drinkirg was curtailed to a
consicderabhle erbent tecause the mnbile
bar was i n the rocm adjecert to the TV
set-up and so many people were milling
around that the waiters had definfte need
for telekinesisl '

Judges for the Fancy Dress Parade,
of the evening session.were Peg Campbell,
Barbara Silverberg, - Mrs, Eric Frank Rus~
sell and Tom Voardman, Jr. Winners were:
1, Franklin and Belle Dietz as The Dene-

bains,
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2, Norman Weedall as The Executioner,

3. Dave & Ruth Kyle as The Honeymooners.
L4, Juhn K, H. Brurreér and Marjcrie Keller
as the Krishnans. Z
There were many other fine cnstumes, and
tre judges tooka lon g time to reach
their dncisions. The winners were filmed

extensively by BDCa.
Things continued to run late,

T THIRD DAY

LONDON, 8 September, 1957, (CNS) - At 2:45
P.M. The Cheltenham Science Fiction Circ-

le, headed bty Knight Grand Master . Bric-

Jeres & Knight Armourer Robert Richardscn,
resented The Ceremony COf St, Fantony, an

ervremely aciorhit ploductlon in whichthe
folloning were vested with The Order of
S*.. Tawteay: Ken Siater; Walter Willis,
Terws Joevos, nobeie Wild, Bob Silverber
¥réqw Diecbs, Bilis Mills, Bob Madle, Boyd
Rachura.Frie Benteliffe & Rory Faulkner,

Tha next ditem scheduled was a pro-
gram.: of amateuw: & cine films, It was
del ored consgiderably because the projector
coul .’ be made tc perform, The films,
p103=nbeﬁ by Mad Productions & the Chel-
tepham & F Jirlegwere hilarious although
highty smateuvishs The delays, adced to-
ge+ﬂ1*. ic.ccd cancellgtion of the sched-
uzed Granc ;nuurnanlonal Tea-Drinking Con~
tec,

At about, 5:20 P.M., Dave Newman in-
trodiced Hairy Powers who presented a deme
onshration of hypnosism his subject being
Eric Jones, Cyivia Margulies, Harry Clem=-
ents and cthers, The demonstration was
extrerely convineing.

Adjournciont, then until the evening-
session.

The Sunday evening program began at
8:15 P.M, with Joéhn Wynfham and Bobbie
Wild on the stage. Bobbie announced that
John VW, Cambelil, Jr., was to receive the
Award for the Best American Professional
Magazine: ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FTCTION, and
asked dJohn Wynbham to present tne trophy,
a bronzed sneaceship on & sedestal., John
Campbell briefly voiced his appreciation,
Bobbie Wild then stated that THE_MAGAZINE
OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICmION had been a
clcse second, and tied Dbeaind that had
been IN?}NITY SCIENCE FICTION and GALAXY
SCIENCE FICTION.,  Booble then anncunced
that T=d Carneil's NTW WORIDS SCIRNCE FIG

- TION had run away with the Award for The

‘O



-h2m presented a

1958 EDITION

e e ms e S S emm S e e e s G S Smm S Smm Sme s Gmm wem s G e s S e S we e e s e

Best British Pro S-F Magazine, John Wynd-
bronzed throphy to Ted.
Finally Boboie announced that [CIENCE-FIG
TTON T1MiS had won the Award for the best
erTMavaz1ne beating Hypen by {we votes
with Inside a close *hiral' John Victor
Peterscn accvnupd a2 silvered trophy on be
half ol the editnrs of the "Timecs", stat-
ing that while he was not d'-“e‘fTal‘, affil-
iated with 5(1f;gi¢L10thn Times, he had
been a persoiel friend of vemes V. Tau-
rasi and Ray V a n -Houten since the 1lst
World S~F Convention, a n d of Frank R.
Prieto, Jr., for several years, -He indi-
cated that Science-Fiction Times, now 16
years of age, was the oldest magazine in
the fan field,

It i 5 curious to note that all of
the men in the Awards ceremony are known
in science~fiction circles by th: first
name or John., They were. as noted abeve,
John Wyndham (John Boymen Harrie ),
W, Carmptell, Jr,, Jonn Cerell (Rdwx:d
John or "Ted" Carnell edits wunder tia
namz), and John Victor Petersona

Inasmuach as voting n a ¢ been very
clcse on ‘the awards other than that for
New Worlds, the trophies had not bzen en-
giraved, The trephies will be airmzaled
to John W, Carpbell, dJr,, and the editers
of Science-Fécticn Times for subsequent
attaciment.

Following the Awards ceremonies was
a taped program called "Taperana" an d
then a truly spectazular and beautiful
animated- fantasy film entitled "ir, ¥on=-
derbird", Special-Award ¥inner of The Ven
ice Film Festival, was snown, This film
has not yet bteen released either in Eng-
land or Ameraica. It will unquestionably
be widely popwlar since it combines fan-
tasy and science-fiction i n a spgendid
way.

Sunday evening wound up with an auc-
tion wherein Sam Moskowitz assisted Ted
Tubtbs in a highly efiicent and entertain-
ing mammer,

Jaine-

——

THE FOURTH AND LAST DAY

LONDON, 9 September, 1957, (CNS) - The
Monday morning tusiness session opened
premptly at 11:00 A.M Two ammendments
to the by-laws were propesed and unanim-
ously adopted., Nominated for Directors
cf The World Science Fiction Society were
Arthur Kingsley,Belle C. Dietz, and David

Newman, Voting was carried on ard Forrest

Ackerman and Bobbie Wild tabulated + he
votes, The results were as follows: Belle
C. Dietz: 21; David Newman: 16; Arthur

Kingslcy: 15, The first two were there-
fore Directors for a tem of 3 years,

Ted Carnell then amnounced that there
had been only one bid for’the site of The
16th World S=F Convention, that of "South
Gate in '58",and introduced Forrie Acker-
man. Forrie made a most entertaining sp-
eech wherein he said we'd no douktt go in-
to an "If World"- i f South Gate doesn't
get t h e site, and went on to name the
curious results which would occur, Forrie
intrcduced Rory Faulkner who said that
preparations were well underway to make
‘fe 16h WGF Con a howling success, It
was moved that South Cate be selected-and
—srecend-and carried unenimously. There-
upon Tod plased on t h e rostrum a sign
reniings

LOS ANGELES
L LIRLTRS

The meeting was adjourned until 2:15
P.M,

Tilere was a delay i n starting the
afternocn prugram. Finally at 2:35 P.M.
i% wes annowiced that a program change
would he made and that Bob Madle, Ferrie
Ackevman and  Sam Moskowitz would have a
round robin of questicns and answers to-
determine which of the three was the best
authority on science-fiction. Sam stated
that similar contests had been held in
tsmoke-illed rooms! a t previous cons.
It seemed that an argument had developed
on the plane as to which of them was the
best all-rourd s-f specialist. -The qu-
estions were extremely difficult, such as
Forrie's question to Bob Madle as to what
magazine appeared in 1931 and ran two is-
sues, dates of those issues,cover artists,
cover stories, editor a n d publisrer;
which Bob answered almost without hesita-
ticn. B Ob led the game ‘by che point
right through the third round, at the end
of which the score was 8-7-7. Then Bob
missed a question arnd the game ended in a
three-way tie: 9-9-9,

At 3:35 P,M, Sam Moskowitz presented
a summary of the Science-Fiction Markst
Survey of 1956 which appeared in full de=-
tails in The Science Fiction Yearbook,
1957 edition. AL L:ib P.M. Sam Hatroduc—
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ed John W,
"DPsionizs',

"Campbell, Jr, for a talk en
Join oaid thet h e feit o

question and arzwer sessicr wonLd be hHesth
and asked aric Junes to jo'n hin, Bric

O

breught 2 psicnics wpuchia
and a éizeussicn o { the same cosllined,
Eric Frang Rucssell doined than bhvicdflr to
mention the devining of busied
cables being Sone n oo w  In this couniry
with a metzllic devining rd. The mattrrs
discussed have been f o r +ths most part
previously covered in editorials and ar-
ticles in Astounding,

At the cpeming of the evening ses-
gion Behbie Wild presented Peg Campbell
with a Szots Guard (model) én behzlf of
the ladiss cf the Comuittee, re and
Ruth Kyle were presented with scmething
for their home, and TFrark & Belle Dietz
were also given a present,

Ted Carnell said a Irrmal goochky to
all present, then Harry Harricen grisemi-
ed Dave Kyle with 2 scrcli frum ton decp-
le on the fiight fram Aneriza ciprcesing

the svwage
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their anpreciation for his splended ef-
forts Jn mking the fligh% posaible,

A Further auction was then held with
Ted Tubh doirg a hiiaricus and masterful
Sco,

A privete party wes then held for
the Cemmnittes members and those from the
Stetes who had ahded the Committee, while
a second show.ng of the amateur films was
given in the Main Hall, At the private
party Ted Camell showed movies which he
had made both in the States Jjust after

the 14th WSF Con and after his return to’

England,

The party broke up
dawn and your correspondent
ccllapsed,

shortly be fore
gractically

Beenite delayg; an aw'ovard hall, etec.,, I
feel that the Convention was a  howling

s. The f‘lClal paid membership
was 766 anl the official attendance fig-
ure wes 2°0a

THE

s enes

END

i



